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At the end of July about 30 members and friends got together for the Branch Outing organised by Graham and Jane Oliver. We travelled in cars to the Market Harborough area. First stop was Welford, a pleasant eight, followed by Market Harborough (10) which were difficult to hear inside the tower. The third tower was Foxton (6). Apart from having bells which needed firm handling the village is also home to the Grand Union Canal and an impressive flight of locks. Some people picnicked; others sampled the waterside café before we all chose our own routes to explore the site and visitor centre for the next two hours. The sun shone and it was ice creams all round as we reluctantly left to move on to tower number four at Haselbech (8). This stands in an isolated position on the edge of the village and the bells are very loud outside. The final tower was the heavy six at Badby.
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Branch Striking Competition

The Annual Branch Striking Competition was held on June 18th at Tadmarton. There was an excellent entry with eight teams taking part. The ringing was judged by Michael Uphill who gave an entertaining introduction to the results. Michael used the marks of each team to give it a ringing grade. Three teams were graded C, two teams B and two teams A. Banbury tower who were last to ring came out winners above the two A grade teams. Michael gave some helpful hints and comments and left us with the aim of trying to improve our leading skills before next year's competition.

The evening turned out to be cool with heavy showers so that the barbeque planned for Swalcliffe Lea had to be moved into Tadmarton Village Hall. The food was excellent and the raffle raised £100 to be split between the RLNI and Branch Funds. Thanks go to our judge and to Lindsey and the Tadmarton ringers for hosting such an enjoyable evening. 

The Adderbury band

The judge, Michael Uphill,

announces the results
Two Banbury ringers discuss their strategy
People Page
Congratulations 
to
Mick and Jean Journeaux on their Golden Wedding Anniversary
Steeple Aston, 10 June, 1260 Grandsire Triples: 46 mins
Lawrence White 1, Heather Hughes 2, Diana Gardner 3, Claire Tarrant 4, Heather Bletchly 5, Mick Journeaux 6, Graham J Clifton (C) 7, Nick Powell 8.
Rung to celebrate the golden wedding anniversary today of Mick and Jean Journeaux. 
to
Diana Gardner on the birth of a Grandson
Steeple Aston, 16 June, 1260 Grandsire Triples: 45 mins
Lawrence White 1, Heather Hughes 2, Diana Gardner 3, Heather Bletchly 4, Claire Tarrant 5, Mick Journeaux 6, Graham J Clifton (C) 7, Nick Powell 8.
Rung for the licensing service of Revd. Dr Mark Clavier. Also for the birth of Liam James Keates grandson of Diana Gardner.

to
Sue Burchell, Graham Clifton and Barry Davis on the award of Distinguished Service Certificates from the Guild.

to
Colin and Zoe Lee who were married at Adderbury in May.
to
Alison Saunders, Ian Rodrick, Sally Austin, Alison Varney, Brain Curtis and Toby Franks who rang a quarter to celebrate reaching significant noughty birthday milestones this year.

to
Alison Varney on the birth of a Grand-daughter Sophia Rose.

Thanks
to
everyone who helped to provide and prepare tea at the half yearly meeting and to Sue Burchell (vicar) and Michael Tinsley (organist).

Apologies
to
Rosemary Hemmings who actually edited the newsletter for several years and not just the one we gave her credit for in the last edition.

The Three Bells of Wescott Barton
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This year as part of the AGM Wetcott Barton bells were also available for ringing. For those who had not rung there this was a new experience because the bells only have three quarter wheels. There is a peg that stops the bell going onto the balance and this means they have to be rung in whole pulls.

The following extracts are taken from the book above.

The Church Bells

The Belfry is arranged for three bells, there is also a Priest's bell in it, of these the first, which has a piece knocked out of the brim, is twenty seven inches in diameter, and bears the inscription —
J. Buswell, senior, J. Buswell, junior, 
c: w: b. m. made me 1756. 
The initials C. W., are meant for Church Wardens; the B. M. I conceive to stand for Bagley Matthew, a noted bell founder at Chacombe, near Banbury. 
The second bell is thirty inches in diameter, with the motto preceded by a cross - Te Deum laudamus followed by three medallions, or devices, viz., a lion's face; a shield bearing a bell between what were probably the three letters   R w> L'  with stops much defaced by the hammer and chisel, most likely of the Puritans; and a coin.  

The third is thirty-two inches in diameter, with the motto, Etc. Sancta Maria ora pro nobis.
This bell, of the same character as the former, is broken in pieces, and the fragments are in the care of the rector at his house. 
These two would seem to have been made at Wo​kingham, or Reading, they are without any date upon them, and their position and mode of hanging does not seem to have been altered since they were first put up. From Mr. Lukis' account they may be taken to be of the same age as the tower, if not earlier, and to have escaped the spoliation which he mentions to have been so rife in England during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. He tells us that " it is not probable that the full wheel was em​ployed much before the year 1677, and that before that period bells were moved by means of a short piece of wood fixed at right angles to the stock, or by a half wheel which was in use in 1527, and is still to be met with in Dorset​shire; at Dumchidcock, Devon; at Westcote Barton, Oxon, where there are three, and at the church of St. Saviour's, in Guernsey.” It is very seldom, he says," that bells of the fifteenth century have dates upon them, but bells of the sixteenth century are very frequently dated,"

	
· It is hoped to start up the learners’ Saturday practices again. Verna Wass will organise this.
· It was agreed for next year after April not to hold Branch Practices in months in which ‘social events with ringing’ take place.

· It was agreed that surprise practices will mainly be held at Steeple Aston, Banbury and Cropredy when next year’s dates are organised. This is to enable participants to concentrate on the methods rather than on handling heavier and more difficult bells.

· The Half Yearly meeting for 2012 will be held at Mollington as Wardington’s new village hall will not be ready by then.

· There will be a Branch Dinner in March.
· In future the Striking Competition will have two categories, method ringing and call changes and two separate trophies.

· Nothing was decided about a Branch Outing venue.
· In future all raffle proceeds will be shared between the Guild Bell Fund and the Branch Funds.
· An updated list of ringers available for midweek and wedding ringing will be compiled.

· Robert Newton (Guild Master) advised us to wait and see what was needed locally before arranging ringing for both the 2012 Olympics and the Queen’s Jubilee.

· Courses – The Ringing Masters will organise afternoon courses to move people forward with their ringing.

· It is hoped to restore and possibly augment Horley bells as a Jubilee project.

· The Ringing Master is arranging a band to take part in the Guild 10 bell Striking Competition to be held at Shrivenham on November 26th.

· It was agreed to continue the payment of an extra £1 on Branch Subscriptions (for the Bell Fund) without the necessity of having to vote on it each year.

Other Dates
·   Saturday December 10th Carol Service at Steeple Aston – Ringing 6.15pm service 7.00pm.
·    December 26th Boxing Day ringing at Deddington – 10.30am – 12.00pm.
·    January 2nd New Year’s day ringing at Banbury – 10.30am – 12.00pm.
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A sunny day ‘up the cut’ 





Geoff Ellacott is going to be 88 next week, which is very impressive, and our youngest ringer, Alastair Marshall (12) is now a full member of the Guild and has started ringing plain hunt, so we are making some progress.        


      Alan Griffin





Steeple Aston


The ringers at Steeple Aston are a loyal group, enabling regular Sunday ringing, usually on all eight though often restricted to rounds and call changes. Two adult beginners are proving most useful assets to the tower in this respect. We have two keen young boys in Year 7 who are learning to handle the bells with enthusiasm, both showing much promise. Practice nights are supported by some














 Indeed an earlier target this year of getting through a course of Double Norwich Court Bob Major was met, though attendant numbers have only once or twice produced a competent band for further practice.


Our Millennium Bell Appeal continues with success. At the time of writing the fund stands at £7000 towards the £14000 aimed for, due partly to the generosity of the local community, partly to the magnanimity of various charitable organisations. (To remind people, we are hoping to replace our old, rather dull-sounding tenor with a new one, whilst re-cycling the old.)


			         Malcolm Hensher





Banbury


Banbury has been through the usual ups and downs since May when we took part in the Cotswolds Churches Festival by opening the tower to visitors from 1-4 pm on the 21st. Jean put up a display of posters and photographs in the ringing chamber; Richard welcomed visitors at the foot of the tower stairs; Barry talked about the history of the bells and ringing customs and Steven demonstrated how a bell is rung. Those who wished to climb a further 30 steps to the clock room did so and the very bravest went up the ladder to see the bells. There was much taking of photographs and lots of questions asked.


About 40 people took the opportunity to see for themselves ‘what’s in the tower’.


Indya and Sarah Barefield then came along 














for some ringing lessons, Indya has made excellent progress but her mum had too many work commitments to continue learning. Kate, too, has reluctantly given up with less available time for ringing. Steven is still coming regularly and is literally ‘towering’ above all us oldies. We managed to maintain Sunday ringing and practices through the summer but had a break in September. The in a frenzy of organisation we hosted the relocated half yearly meeting.


Jean Davis





Bloxham


We continue to struggle on. Practices are not well attended, but we often manage to ring call changes on the full eight on a Sunday. Any ringers who would like to come and ring some "real" bells on a Friday evening will be very welcome!








�








The editors would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the newsletter either with articles or photographs. If you would like to contribute to the next edition with a puzzle, picture, wordsearch, article etc. then please send your contributions to Barry and Jean Davis at 61 Springfield Avenue, Banbury, Oxon or alternatively 


E-mail bjdbellringer@btinternet.com 





Don’t forget the website. If you want your own copy of this newsletter then download from -� HYPERLINK "http://www.banbury-bells.org.uk" ��www.banbury-bells.org.uk�








