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November 2003

Birthday bells at Adderbury

Ringing is obviously beneficial if you live in Adderbury. This tower has seen many ringers come and go and several have retired into ‘ripe old age’ Fred Churn, Jim Wyatt, Johnnie Wain to name but a few.

On Friday October 17th eight slightly younger ringers gathered to ring a quarter peal in celebration of Anne Bennett’s 95th birthday, including her daughter Charlotte and son-in-law Chris Holmes.

Mrs. Bennett learned to ring at Adderbury in the mid 1950s under the tutorship of H L Roper and was one of the first ladies in the Adderbury band. Her favourite method was Stedman and so the band rang a quarter of Stedman Triples to celebrate the occasion. Afterwards they joined Mrs Bennett for a drink.
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The band seen here with Mrs Bennett are, from left to right, Charlotte Holmes (daughter) Bob Reeves, Barry Davis, Anne Bennett, Chris Holmes (son-in-law), Mark Sayers, Diana Reeves, Graham Clifton and Trevor Trivett.
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Graham Clifton
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WANTED:  BELFRY MANAGEMENT AND HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER

1. Maintain effective communication with Vicar, Churchwardens, Ringers, Congregation and general public.

2. Ensure regular ringing for services and other relevant occasions.

3. Nurture training and improvement of band of ringers.

4. Responsibility for maintenance of the bells and fittings, clock & clock winding, accuracy of time display.

5. Be responsible for everything that goes wrong and praise everybody else for things that go right.

6. Always arrive on time, traffic jams an unacceptable excuse, and be the last to leave and lock up.

7. Qualifications in personnel management, engineering, accounting, financial control, marketing, training, people skills and public relations an advantage.

8. Provide transport, telephone and computer facilities.

9. Hours of work unlimited, on call 24 hours.

10. Remuneration – NIL.

Good luck in finding a tower captain.                       (Sent in by Graham Clifton)

Mini -Minorz

Mini-Minorz Oxford Outing 31st May

Programme

0930 to 1030   St Lawrence, North Hinksey (6)  
5-2-27

1130 to 1230   St Aldate’s (6) 


11-1-12                   

Lunch at Pizza Hut

1345 to 1445    St Giles (8)



13 cwt

1500 to 1600    St Thomas (10)           

11-2-6 (lock out!)

1645 to 1745    St Peter, Wolvercote (6)

  8-0-2

We set off just before 9. It was extremely hot and it got hotter as the day went on. In the Mini-Minorz were James, Daniel, Emma, Naomi and I (Catherine.) We started off at St Lawrence, North Hinksey. We were the first to arrive. The bells were very light. Next we set off to the centre of Oxford on the Park and Ride to St Aldate’s. The church was lovely and so were the bells. They had green sallies. Afterwards, we went to Pizza Hut. We had three different pizzas and afterwards the kids had ice-cream from the ice-cream factory, ice-cream sauce and sweets. We had scoffed ourselves so much that we were late for St Giles. St Giles had eight bells, whereas all the others had six. It was hard getting up there but once up we found the bells were quite hard to pull but were lovely. Next we came to St Thomas (which had ten bells.) When we got there we found it was locked so we caught the Park and Ride and went paddling in the river instead. That was really fun and cooled us down. Last but not least was St Peter’s. Red furry sallies and very light bells.

FANTASTIC

Catherine Cooper
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Mini-Minorz Summer Barbeque

On August 7th Me, Catherine, Camilla, Kieran and Demelza set off about 12:30 to get to the first tower, which was Coombe. The bells were quite nice and there were 6 bells. The second tower was Church Hanborough. The bells were quite nice as well and there were 8. Then after ringing we went to Demelza’s house to have a BBQ and then we had a water fight and I got drenched.








Emma Blencowe
Half term Activities

Monday 27th October 

We had two new recruits this morning, Thomas and Emily. Naomi, Catherine, Camilla, Emma and me were also ringing.

First we visited Lower Heyford from 1:30 – 3:00; the bells there were lovely but the tower was hard to find at first.  Then we went on to visit Rousham from 3:30 – 4:30, a ground floor ring. There someone also set the alarm off (rather good timing as my ringing of bob doubles was delayed.)  Then we went into the kitchen at Rousham where several people had prepared us a very nice tea.

Friday 31st October  

Today we only had four mini-minorz - Emma, Sarah, Kieran and me.  First we rang at Mollington from 11:00 – 12:30 then we went on to Bodicote for an excellent pub lunch at The Plough, which was burgers and chips. We then went on to ring at Bodicote from 2:30 – 3:30 and rang some very nice Grandsire Triples. We also learnt that the sixth there was Emma’s favourite bell.

I think that everyone enjoyed themselves on these two days. So, speaking on behalf of all the Mini-Minorz, I would like to say a big thank you to all of the helpers for helping us improve a great deal, and to the parents for organising tea at Rousham and lunch at The Plough in Bodicote.      
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By 2-6-2 to 8-1-23 and beyond!

On a gloriously sunny day in mid July about thirty ringers and friends gathered on Kidderminster Town station clutching picnic bags, money for ice creams, little brown diaries, itineraries and tickets to board the 9.55 for Bridgnorth via Arley and Highley. The Severn Valley outing was about to begin. 

No steam engine was available to take us to the first tower so a diesel it was but we got a proper ‘puffer’ for the rest of the trip. The first stop at Arley provided a chance to stretch our legs with a route march to the church and back. At Highley there followed a rural ramble to the tower which in ringing terms was quite ’Lowly’ as were the sallies!! Another climb in Bridgnorth took us to St. Mary’s, reminiscent of its namesake in Banbury, but with a tiny ringing chamber. Finally we strolled on the level to St. Leonard’s which offered us a spacious ringing room and the heaviest bells of the day.

The journey home was enlivened by an ‘extra ordinary’ Branch meeting held on the train to elect Verena Pilz a Guild member and an enjoyable meal at Earlswood.

From a railway carriage

(with apologies to R L Stevenson)

Arley


Here are the ringers who travel in hope




Climbing the hill to catch hold of a rope.

Highley

Here is the learner who clutches his book



Squashed in a corner to listen and look.

Bridgnorth
Here is a ‘grabber’ with camera in hand



Snapping the engine, the station, the

  
band.

Bridgnorth
And here is the church with the now


  
silent tower

The ringers have left but not gone for ever.

Puzzle Page

Forget diagrams - try anagrams

Unravel these to find some Branch Towers

CORD PREY


NOT MAD ART

BUY BARN



DICE BOOT


OUR MASH


SAT ON THORN

NEW STUD


WET GRATE


TASTE PEEL SON


DON’T DIG NED

BY A RUDDER

STANDS TRAM IN FORD

Bell word puzzle

To complete the puzzle start at the top of the bell and fill in the answers to the clues. The middle letter of each word is given (the ringers diary might help you)


Number of bells for Royal

Soft part of rope

The conductor’s job

Fraction of a peal

Rung on twelve bells

Moves in a method

None of this in plain hunt

English Cathedral with four ton hour

bell

Two things you might do at a bob

What the conductor has to learn

Answer to the last edition’s puzzle was Cambridge Surprise Maximus when the blue line was drawn in.

Find your way round ringing


Mini-Minorz Outing
     You’ve crossed over


Where am I?

Ding Dong of a day in Dudley 

On Saturday November 15th twenty four branch members enjoyed a coach outing to the West Midlands… and they had plenty to say about it!!

Dudley 10 bells (20cwt.) 

An uninviting exterior with black plastic over the louvres. We never did discover whether this was a pigeon deterent, weatherproofing or sound control! Inside however every sally was a different colour and boxes abounded. 

“nice weather… very good bells… Bob enjoyed himself”

Netherton 8 bells (13cwt.)

The ringing chamber appeared to have been through a changing rooms makeover with co-ordinated blue sallies, carpet, curtains and paint work – a bit like ringing in your own home

“enjoyable …. bells ok…. good mixture of methods rung… Bob enjoyed himself!”

Kingswinford 8 bells (10cwt.)

More boxes here for the vertically challenged and the ropes needed firm handling.

“serious concerns about the height of local ringers given the shortness of the ropes at most towers! Bob enjoyed himself!”

Amblecote 8 bells (7cwt.)

Light belfry, light bells, some feeling a bit light headed by now.

“some beautiful and interesting churches…the bells were even organised in weight order… Bob enjoyed himself!!”

Lye 8 bells (3cwt.)

Small is beautiful they say but some people didn’t think so… flies on the ceiling and fly away ropes.

“last tower was an EXPERIENCE…as I still have my L plates on… ringing in different towers was beneficial and good fun too…Bob enjoyed himself?”

And the last word “ as usual a first class, well organised outing, with ringing to suit all abilities.”

You too can reach the dizzy heights of successful ringing.

(for further details please contact S. Burchells Bellringing Bus Tours.)


Obituaries







A message from Meg and Ian

The last few weeks have not been easy for us, but Meg has now had surgery
and is back home.  Our daily life and routines continue as usual with the inclusion of her Chemotherapy treatment.

We have been greatly heartened by the messages of support (not to mention
beautiful flowers) we have received, and consider ourselves very blessed to
have such friends.  Thank you Banbury Branch for your thoughts and prayers -
we are trying to be very positive and all negative thoughts and words have been banned from this house.

Bless you all


Two more contributions from the bard of Bloxham


Banbury


A cautionary tale for those about to teach learners. In February several volunteers came forward and many hours of tied and open tuition and practice ensued. By the Autumn our tally reads:


No 1 several lessons but had a young child so family ties too demanding - left


No 2 several lessons, caught chicken pox, needed to grow a bit more - left


No 3 friend of number 2, broke her ankle - left


No 4 went home to Germany – left


No 5 became proficient at call changes –left


No 6 had a go but work commitments intervened – left


No 7 finally mastered independent bell control, health problems – left


No 8 several lessons, joined army cadets, same night as ringing - left


No 9 


  	    Still with us


No 10





However with a little (and in some cases a lot) of help from our friends we have managed to ring for 75% of Sunday services and some special occasions, weddings, The Mayor’s Civic service and remembrance day. We entered half a team for the striking competition. The bells have been put to good use by several visiting bands, two of whom rang a peal and a quarter.			          Jean Davis





Bloxham


Things are at last looking up! We have been able to ring all eight bells for the Sunday morning service for the last six months and even occasionally on Sunday evening. This is 





mainly because of some new learners.�Kieran Ford started to learn in the Spring, and brought his Mum, Liz, who admitted to having learnt to ring as a teenager. They are both making excellent progress and are starting to ring Bob Doubles inside.


Recently Kieran brought along his friend Tom Laight, who can now ring rounds and call changes; he in his turn brought his 9-year-old brother Jack, who can handle a bell, and is not far off ringing rounds on his own.


I am grateful to Rosemary Hemmings who comes and rings with us on Sunday mornings, which strengthens the band considerably, and also to Martin Saunders who regularly helps at the Friday practice, and often runs the practice when I'm away.


We have recently had both the seventh and tenor clappers replaced with counterbalanced SG clappers (at a cost of £1250!). This has made both bells easy to ring up right without rupturing oneself; it also makes it possible to ring the bells down in peal, because they strike all the way down. We are considering having the 5th done too, because it is a pig�to ring up right and to chime when it's down.�Altogether, things are improving. Since we are the only tower which rings on a Sunday evening, if any of you find yourselves getting withdrawal symptoms because of a lack of ringing, do join us at 5.30 p.m.!		         Alan Griffin





Great Tew 


It was hot ringing at Tew this summer: that itself is noteworthy, isn’t it?  


About seven to ten ringers regularly attend our Monday practice. We generally ring on the front six but on high days and Bank Holidays when we have visitors from other towers it is good to ring all eight. We mainly ring doubles 





but our range is developing and both Abbott and Sarah Conway are rapidly extending their


repertoires. Sarah has now trebled to quarter peals for both doubles and minor and Abbott rang his first quarter of Grandsire Doubles inside. These were rung at Sandford St Martin for Evensong.


With regard to Branch activities, we were very happy with our performance at the Striking Competition, scoring the least faults with a team comprising mostly of our Monday night practice band. We hosted the Half yearly meeting in October with ringing and the service at Great Tew followed by a relaxed and somewhat cosy tea and meeting in the Timberyard Room at Little Tew. 


Tew also figured at national level at the end of September when the Prime Minister and his wife, members of the Government and prominent figures in public life and the media gathered for the funeral of Lord Williams of Mostyn, a one time resident of the village. It was said to be a very moving service held in both Welsh and English: Graham Clifton and a band of Branch ringers contributed to the occasion with long touches of Stedman Triples both before and after the ceremony. 


       Joan Warren





Mollington


What have we done in the last six months?


We still manage to ring for most Sunday morning services and have even rung all six bells on occasions, which we don’t do very often. 


Simon and John are progressing well and have been visiting other towers. They have particularly enjoyed the Saturday morning sessions and feel they have got a lot out of them.


 We seem a popular choice for visitors and have had ringers from Birmingham University, Chiltern Mid-week Group and Derbyshire, to mention just a few.


The highlight of the year was The Branch Striking Competition that was held in our tower. Bob thought this was a good way to celebrate his birthday.


Nerves were frayed right up to the last


























minute. Had we enough food? Was the hall big enough? Would it rain? Had we even got a team? And to cap it all, the Village Hall committee wanted us to change the night so they could have a Mid-Summer Dance!!!  We soon put a stop to that and a good time was had by all.





�


We even had a couple of odd-looking characters taking part. Can’t think what was so interesting?


Several quarters have been rung over the year. One was Plain and Little Bob. This was the first time Ted had rung two minor methods.


Wednesday April 13th 2003


1280 Plain & Little Bob Minor


1. Ted Stear 2. Joan Warren 3. Diana Reeves      4. John Temple 5. Robert Reeves 6. John Lindsay (Conductor) First Quarter of Plain & Little Bob.


Practices have been few and far between due to holidays. Earlier in the year Ted went round Cape Horn and recently John has had a cruise on the Q.E.II and Simon took his boat down the canal.  Bob and I did try to compete with this by boarding the Royal Yacht Britannia but unfortunately it wasn’t going anywhere.


On Monday October 13th the new lady vicar for Shires Edge was inducted at Wardington. We hope she will be as supportive of the ringers as Jeff Chard was.		    Diana Reeves





Steeple Aston


We are just recovering from hosting the second Steeple Aston Ringing Course run by the Guild Education Committee. This involves a large number of Branch members giving up the day to help, which we are very grateful for. Vicky Clifton again masterminded the evening

















A learner when ringing his bell�Said "my eyes on the bell-rope do dwell.�Too long do I dally�Regarding the sally�I can't get my ropesight to gel."





A ringer who tried spliced surprise�Said "I know to ring spliced isn't wise.�I learn the blue line�And ring along fine�But in Pudsey I meet my demise.








Things you need to know if you missed the meetings





Tower, Branch, learners and surprise practices are all ongoing – SEE your blue card for details and READ the secretary’s monthly notes.





Courses are being arranged as the need arises. TELL Christine what you would like. 





Striking Competition – in spite of the difficulties of raising complete tower bands this will continue as a social event. Results of this year’s competition 1 Steeple Aston, 2 Bodicote, 3 Tadmarton.





The second firsts day will be spread over a week at the beginning of February. Christine NEEDS to know your ‘Firsts’ requests ASAP.





Branch Dinner – This will go ahead again probably in February and the social committee will also organise a quiz night in March.





All towers are reminded that their child protection records should be up to date.











The editors would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the newsletter either with articles or photographs. If you would like to contribute to the next edition with a puzzle, picture, wordsearch, article etc. then please send your contributions to Barry and Jean Davis at 61 Springfield Avenue, Banbury, Oxon or alternatively e-mail bjdbellringer@btinternet.com





Christopher Clarke





On October 9th Chris died, aged 67, in the John Radcliffe Hospital after undergoing a heart operation. He may not be known to many ringers in the Branch today but he was once at the forefront of ringing locally and influenced the development of a number of Branch ringers including myself. 


Chris was born and lived in Deddington until he married in 1979. He learned to ring there in the early 1950s. He was tower secretary at Deddington and also assistant branch secretary to H L Roper in the late 1950s and early 1960s.


Chris was a prolific peal ringer, mainly with Alan Pink’s band, and rang several hundred peals. He organised many local peals involving Branch ringers in which a number of people scored their first peal. He also rang and organised many quarter peals. 


He was well known to many ringers across the country, some of whom still ask about him. He rang in over 2000 churches and introduced us to ‘tower grabbing’ as well as the Society of Raving Ringers and their annual week’s ringing tour.


Then suddenly about thirty years ago Chris gave up ringing for reasons he would not divulge. From 1979 he lived in Banbury and in the last eighteen months or so, whenever I met him, he was interested in finding out what the people he rang with were doing these days. Sadly he never returned to ringing and the Branch lost a very valuable ringer.       	        Barry Davis





Charles Herbert





Charlie died in August at the age of 88. He was born in Banbury where he was a regular attender at St. Mary’s Church and he sang in the choir in his younger days.


He learned to ring in 1959 and continued up to about 1990, the eighth being his preferred bell. He was Branch Secretary for some years from 1964 and the highly efficient organiser of the fun and games at the Branch Dinners held at the Easington Hotel. 


Charlie’s other interests included the scouting BP Guild and local history; he was very knowledgeable about the town and often contributed anecdotes to the letter page of the Banbury Guardian.


He worked for the Ordnance Survey Office, being a skilled calligrapher, and it was Charlie who penned the twinning charter for Banbury and Hennef.		      Jean Davis	





Bill Dickinson





Bill died in June. He was a regular ringer at Deddington in the last few years and was tower secretary.





meal for 70 people with the help of other ringers and ringers’ mums. Our junior hand bell team entertained during the meal.  Some of the ringers were a little worried at performing in front of a non familiar audience, but they need not have worried as they rang extremely well. Many of the audience said to me after how much they enjoyed it.


To ease the burden on the organization front Joan Warren took on the role of arranging helpers in her normal efficient way. Even when it was decided to add a sixth group extra helpers and extra towers were found.


I would like to thank everyone on behalf of the Guild for helping out and allowing us to use their bells.  


If you want to attend next year’s course I suggest you apply early when the posters come out.


Our young ringers are making steady progress 





and now treble to triples and ring inside to Bob 


Doubles. They have benefited greatly from the Mini Minorz. We have probably sent more young ringers to this than any other tower, and would like to thank the organizers and helpers for giving up so much time for them. After our success in the Branch Striking contest we went on the represent the Branch in the Guild Contest at Padbury. There were 6 teams in our heat and the top three would go on to the final at Great Horwood. Conveniently for us we came 4th. This meant we did not qualify for the final so could rush back for our Church Harvest Supper.


We continue to place great importance on the social side of ringing and held our annual tower BBQ. Although we do not have the use of The Old Rectory garden and swimming pool at Steeple Aston we commandeered the Conway’s’ garden and pool at Great Tew Vicarage for this years BBQ.			     Graham Clifton


			








