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May 2003

A frenzy of firsts

London Royal, Carlisle Minor, Cambridge, SS Nicholas and Martin were but a few of the methods rung at the Branch’s first ‘Firsts Day’ on 1st February: first quarters, touches, first in method, tower, as conductor, even a ‘first five quarters in a day’ was attempted! The organisation was a major logistical achievement on the part of Chris Cox, Deputy Ringing Master, who, since before Christmas, had been busy trying to accommodate all Firsts requests, juggling ringers, places and times with great alacrity. 

There had been preparations for weeks before with first quarter pealers testing their stamina whilst others were deep into diagrams books or discussing the relative values of various ringing software. The London Royal Firsts talked constantly of fishtails, flying treble bobs, long London ups and downs and took great delight in testing each other at any available opportunity (usually from behind a pint) by suddenly calling for ‘7th or 10th place’ to be recited.
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The band that rang Cambridge at Bodicote
There was an excellent early start to the day with successful quarters of London Royal and St Nicholas at St Nicholas.  Ringers criss-crossed the Branch tirelessly all day, schedules in hand (it’s Bodicote and 4pm – must be Cambridge Major, etc.) There was hardly time for lunch. More quarters were achieved including first quarters by eleven year old Catherine and twelve year old Camilla, Eventually, however, all blue lines led to Tadmarton, where, fortified by tea and chocolate cake, we ended the day’s ringing with a short touches session of ‘You name it, we’ll ring it!’ We were also joined here by the Branch’s Mini-Minorz who rang call changes together without help from their mentors: a very satisfying first!

One of the advantages of Tadmarton is that the pub is directly opposite the church so at 6.30pm forty seven ringers and their families crossed the road to the Lampet Arms for refreshment and celebrations: certificates and badges were the order of the day. The pub laid on bangers and mash followed by apple pie and custard. Between us we ate 141 sausages (was this a first?)

Plans for next year are already being discussed (silent and non conducted Stedman?) which must be taken as a measure of the day’s success. Can one have a second Firsts Day or will it have to be called something else?



   


Joan Warren

Adderbury – 1260 Grandsire and Plain Bob Doubles: Trish Fennell 1, Mike Green 2, Donald Higham 3, Charlotte Holmes 4, Trevor Trivett (C) 5, Chris Wardley 6 (First quarter). First in the methods as conductor.
Banbury – 1440 London Surprise Royal (No 3): Robert Reeves 1, Graham Paul 2, Josh Eldridge 3, James Clatworthy (C) 4 Barbara Foster 5, Barry Davis 6, John Lindsay 7, Alan Griffin 8, Graham Clifton 9, Andrew Wilby 10. First in the method 3,6,8,9

Bodicote - 1250 Cambridge Surprise Major: Christine Cox: 1, Andries Bosland 2, John Temple 3, John Lindsay 4, Sue Burchell 5, Keith Abbott, 6 Alan Griffin 7, Graham Clifton (C) 8. First of major 2

North Aston – 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Camilla Durnin (1st quarter aged 12) 1, Graham Clifton (C) 2, Joan Warren 3, Malcolm Journeaux 4, Dorothy Clifton 5, Nick Powell 6.

Steeple Aston – 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Catherine Cooper (first quarter aged 11) 1, Graham Clifton (C) 2, Diana Gardner 3, Joan Warren 4, Malcolm Journeaux 5, Lawrence White 6.

Swalcliffe – 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Lindsey Smith 1, Jo Barton 2, Christine Ryan 3, Andrew Hobbis (C) 4, Sue Burchell 5, David Barton 6. First as conductor.

Tadmarton – 1260 St. Nicholas Doubles: Alison Saunders 1, Lindsey Smith 2, Malcolm Journeaux 3, John Temple 4, Sally Austin (C) 5, Chris Cox 6. First in the method 2 and 4.
Find your way round ringing
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      You’re too high

 Youv’e bumped the stay 
          Plain course
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Mini-Minorz

In between ringing the little bells at Appleton, the ‘New kids on the block’ voted to become the Mini-Minorz. They then exchanged twelve bells for ten pins and bowled with equal enjoyment and enthusiasm.

The group meets every month and in the school holidays. January saw us at Swerford and Tadmarton. The ropes at Swerford were extremely short and there were not enough boxes to go round, particularly when some people needed two or three. Graham Reeves become our resident tenor man as he was the only person who could ring it comfortably!

‘Firsts Day’ was very exciting. Camilla and Catherine rang their first quarters and the band rang call changes at Tadmarton without any help or support: an excellent ‘first.’ And it was good to have families join in the celebrations afterwards at the Lampet Arms.

At half-term we rang on eight at Bodicote and were then all very kindly treated to lunch by Emma’s parents at the Plough. Fortified by sausage and chips, the Mini-Minorz went on to Moreton Pinkney to meet the Cherwell Crinklies. Flap jacks came somewhat earlier than usual as the rope on the two slipped the wheel and cut short the session.

We have just been to Bletchingdon and Tackley (see Matt’s report) and are ringing after Easter at Rousham and North Aston.

Future plans include a trip into Oxford, the Ringing World Roadshow and a picnic/barbeque!
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The members of Mini-Minorz met at two o'clock on Saturday 5 April, at Bletchingdon, and rang there (with the help of some experienced elders) until around three. It was a pleasant change to be able to have a good number of children ringing at the same time, and still have some adults there, to keep it under control. From Bletchingdon, we moved on, in various cars, to Tackley. We had some refreshments and relaxation (see photo), before ringing until about four-thirty. It was a successful day, and many thanks go to Joan and the other helpers for arranging it.       



        Matt Bennett


Once again Belle gets to work to answer a readers question.

Dear Belle,

I read your column when I was catching up with an old ringing friend in your area recently and felt you are the answer to all my prayers.  Last night I was so upset when I came home from the practice that I just cried and cried. Let me explain what it is like.
First of all, Jack from my tower, (aged 22-going on 15!!!) is behaving like a spoilt child (which is what he definitely is, being the only one). He is being deliberately annoying. First of all, his striking has gone to pot, not my perception alone, but also that of Mick, Jon, Simon, etc and in fact at Deargod on Saturday David S. tore strips off him for his striking. Anyway to get back to last night, I was on treble and he was on the tenor, included in the band were Ivy and James (from a neighbouring tower.) Ivy aged 65+, is struggling with Bob Doubles (Bob Minimus last night), and James is not bad, Anne has been struggling with Plain Hunt on 4 for the past 13 years, and there’s me trying to keep my cool and finding it very difficult. 

We started to ring and first of all Jack starts inspecting his feet - head between the hands not looking where he’s going and a mile off the five.  I ignored this for a few blows as I knew he was deliberately goading me.  Ivy was very late at back stroke, so I said generally, now try and listen to your bells and watch the bell you are following so that if you cannot pick out your own bell, you will have an idea, by looking, just how far or how close you should be.  To be fair to the others they all tried, but Jack then takes from inspecting his feet to turning his head round and gazing at the peal boards!  I could stick it no longer and I told him to watch his backstroke.  I then called him down to the lead - which he deliberately held up at hand and back. In the end I brought them back into rounds, said we would take a breather and gave a general lecture on listening, looking, and explaining that we got complaints and if the ringing was bad then people would have more reason to complain. I then said we would try Plain Hunt on four for Anne (big mistake this).  Jack took the treble and pulled at the same time as 5 every stroke.  I gently told him (well as gently as I could) that he needed to keep well off the five and four if he wanted to ring treble. I might as well have told that to the ladder on the wall.  Then just to make my night the lunatic arrives, ranting and raving, threatening the Police and then threatening to burn the Church down.  Eventually we got him downstairs and the churchwarden appeared on the scene and took him away.  When I left the tower to go into the Church the churchwarden was chatting to him at the gate and he seemed to have calmed down.  He was very, very drunk - the lunatic, that is, not the churchwarden.

 

So that was my night, Belle.  Robbie has dropped out of ringing - says he has a hernia and is not allowed to stretch.  The young girls are not now available on a Tuesday night and all I am left with are Ivy, James, Anne and Jack for practice night.  I would give up only I don't want the lunatic to think he has won.

 

What do you advise Belle? What am I to do?

A friend from afar.

Dear Friend,

What a terrible situation for you; you must not give up, ringing needs people like you.  As for Jack - 'What is going on in his life (or not as the case may be)? Would a 'you don't seem very happy at present' etc approach be any good? Or 'you don't seem to be enjoying your ringing so much at the moment' sort of line? Perhaps you could make him responsible for striking, get him to run a striking competition but I expect you have already tried these approaches. And you must agree he has excellent control of his bell if he can strike so consistently in the wrong place and read the peal boards at the same time. Your problems are so real I do not know what else to say........

And forgive me for asking but who is the 'Lunatic?' 

Belle

People, Places and Pavlova

Thirty three people attended the Branch Dinner at St. Mary’s Centre in Banbury on Saturday February 15th. The food and service by Picnics of Middle Aston was excellent. After the meal we enjoyed Barry’s slides of scenes around the Branch – from days long past – although we did spot Alan in the Bloxham picture!! When it came to the raffle the Reeves’ table’s luck was in. Thanks were expressed to Sue, Roger, Joan and Myrtle before the evening came to an end.
People, Places and Points from the AGM
· Ab Conway from Great Tew took over from Jeff Chard as Branch Chairman

Jeff was given a signed card in thanks for his support over the years

· Diana Gardner took over from Malt Eden as Branch Treasurer. A presentation was made to Malt

· Christine Cox is now Ringing Master with Josh Eldridge as Deputy

· Twelve new members were elected

· A diary/calender will be sent out to each member soon
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Branch First Aid Course

It suddenly occurred to me last year having recently heard of some serious medical emergencies in church towers, that despite being a nurse, I would have difficulty administering first aid confidently and correctly to a patient in an emergency situation, outside of an Accident and Emergency Department, and I thought, ”What would I do? How would I cope?” My answer “I don’t know  -- HELP!!” By the way, contrary to popular belief, nurses are not taught first aid! 

First aid procedures are continually being updated and it is important to keep up with the current thinking.  I wondered how many towers had a qualified first aider.

So it was one very cold and frosty Saturday morning in January, eleven of us attended a very enjoyable first aid course run by Alan Rampley, ex policeman and now first aid tutor to the Thames Valley police. The course was tailor made to suit our needs as bell ringers, as well as covering medical emergencies we might encounter at home and in the community. It was a very practical course, just as well really, as some of us were in danger of becoming hypothermic, despite the central heating, extra electric fires and frequent hot drinks and didn’t shed our coats until 3 o’clock in the afternoon!

We have now updated our tower first aid kits; most of the items included are very basic (plastic bags for fingers etc.!) and cover general and specific situations, which might arise in the ringing chamber.

We all learnt a great deal and having been awarded our “Appointed Persons “ certificates we felt much more confident in dealing with medical emergencies which we might encounter in church towers.

I would not only like to thank Alan Rampley for an excellent day but also the towers who supported their representatives and the Branch for covering the cost of Tadmarton village hall.                 
Lindsey Smith

Time for a story

As told by Andries Bosland

There once was a conductor in one of the southern United States, who was so incensed by a ringer going wrong (as he thought). that he shouted "Stand!" stormed across the ringing chamber, grabbed the ringer's rope, wound it round his neck and pulled it so tight, the ringer dropped down dead of asphyxiation. At the subsequent trial, it came to light that the murdered ringer hadn't gone wrong at all, and the conductor was found guilty of murder. Several years later, sitting on death row, the time for his execution had finally arrived. He was offered one last wish. "A pound of bananas please" was the  reply. He ate his pound of bananas, and was led away to the chair, strapped  in and the switch thrown. There was all the usual humming and buzzing. The wires glowed red, but there was no effect on the man at all. They tried three times to execute him in this way, but to no avail. So in accordance with state law, he was set free.

He went back to ringing, and was gradually accepted back into society. However, towards the end of a peal attempt he was conducting two ringer swapped. This was too much, he grabbed a peal board off the wall, and brought it crashing down on the heads of the two unfortunate ringers, killing both stone dead. At the trial, it transpired that he'd left out a single, and nobody had noticed.Back on death row, he was offered his last wish. "Two pounds of bananas" was the reply this time. He ate his bananas and was led away. He sat in the chair, and they threw the switch. The buzzing, humming and wires glowing all happened again, but with no effect on the man. Of course, after three tries the man went free.
Ringers were a bit more cautious this time, but eventually agreed to ring with him at a rare tower for a peal attempt of spliced. Well you can guess what happened. This time at the trial, it turned out that he'd called a wrong method.

Death row again, a last request. Three pounds of bananas, duly eaten and he was led away. In the chair, the humming, buzzing and glowing wires. Not a mark on the man. Again they tried, turning up the voltage. No effect. Again, with the voltage on maximum it had no effect. So the executioner turns to the man and says, "what is it with these bananas, how do they protect you?".

The man replies:

wait for it....


"the bananas have nothing to do with it, I'm just a bad conductor".


Firsts Day



         First as Conductor

     First in the method

           First inside

Thoughts from a village belfry

For hundreds of years our bells have rung out

To summon our villagers who are faithful, devout.

We carry on the duty to let them know

That there is a service to which they should go.

Sometimes in Winter we are frozen and wet

And the ropes are stiff and make us fret.

In spite of this we keep going each week

To keep the team spirit which is what we seek.

Most of our ringers can now ring changes

In quite a few methods in different ranges.

Three years ago we changed on the front three

But our ability now is much wider and free.

Bob Minimus, Reverse Canterbury, we’re under the cosh

And Grandsire which, to non ringers, sounds very posh.

Bob Doubles in touches, what on earth does it mean,?

To learn all the methods you have to be keen.

Keith shows great patience in putting us right.

He calls out the bobs but try as we might

The bells still wander out of their place

And cause the ringer to have a red face.

Hunting a bell is not like chasing a fox or a stag

But when our hunting goes wrong it’s a bit of a drag.

When all is not right and we get out of bounds

We hear Keith again calling ‘get into rounds’.

We have our learners who are doing quite well.

All of them soon will master their bell.

It is a tedious business when they start

But we hope they will stay with us and not lose heart.

Thank you one and all to our loyal ringers

And thanks to Mothers Union for their excellent dinners

We all hope to continue to ring together

In spite of stiff ropes and inclement weather.

Finally my personal thanks I record to you all

I know that ringing is not always a ball:

But I am proud to call you my friends and hope

We shall continue to progress, each one to their rope.
    Les Underdown Cropredy






















The editors would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the newsletter either with articles or photographs. If you would like to contribute to the next edition with a puzzle, picture, wordsearch, article etc. then please send your contributions to Barry and Jean Davis at 61 Springfield Avenue, Banbury, Oxon or alternatively e-mail bjdbellringer@btinternet.com














Date Touch at Great Tew


Thursday 20 March 2003 in 72 mins


2003 Plain Bob Triples Composer: Glen A A Taylor


1	Keith Abbott	5	Malcolm Journeaux


2	Joan Warren	6	Graham Reeves


3	Josh Eldridge	7	John Lindsay (C)


4	Chris Cox		8	John Temple


Started at 20.03











Belle Ena Tower – your very own Agony Aunt!
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Now draw in the blue line for Plain Bob Minimus on the second, starting from the numbered line, to find another method.














for the Guild AGM and service at Steeple Aston on 17th May. Please come then as well. We promise a Good Preacher, a Good Sing and Good Food! 


			Dorothy Clifton 





Tadmarton


We would like to think that we are improving slowly; we can ring plain courses of Grandsire Doubles, and are working hard on Bob Doubles. Those of us who participated in the Firsts Day all achieved a first either in the quarter peals or in the general ringing afterwards. We thoroughly enjoyed the day, it was lovely to have the latter part of it based at Tadmarton. Thank you to Chris Cox and to all who supported her here in Tadmarton and else where.


We manage to ring all six bells for most of the Sunday services either in Tadmarton or Swalcliffe and are receiving very favourable comments from the congregations.


On Friday 4th April we rang in celebration of Daphne and Doug Woodward’s golden wedding anniversary. We then joined their family and friends for a very enjoyable evening of food and entertainment in the village hall. Many congratulations and thanks to them both.


Thinking ahead, we are now in training for the striking competition!    Lindsey Smith

















 


 


 








Adderbury 


We continue to ring regularly for Sunday service and special occasion quarters. 


Our latest recruit, Marianne, has made excellent progress and has a very good ear, which should help to improve our striking! Some of our members have attended local Branch courses and Chris Wardley is looking forward to going to Easthampstead later in the year. We had three “Firsts” on the Branch First’s Day, two being for Andrew Hobbis and Trevor Trivett as quarter conductors and one for Trish Fennel who rang her first quarter on the treble.


Our new vicar is very supportive, even attending our AGM! He is looking forward to the Branch meeting and the service at Adderbury in April. 


We held a Tower Dinner in March in the Church House, which doubles up  as a library in the week. The softly lit ambiance was excellent as was the meal with pheasant as the main course. No prizes for the person with the most shot!


Practice is every Thursday, which unfortunately clashes with the Branch Surprise Practice, but visitors are most welcome. It’s often that extra person who enables a method to be rung which otherwise would not be possible. 


Trevor Trivett





Banbury


Tuesday is ‘learners’ night and of the 9 who decided to have a go two have achieved their blue badge, the rest are


 


 


 











still attending, although some of them are intermittent having variously succumbed to flu, broken ankles, chicken pox, new jobs and the call of the army cadets. So we move into the Spring with high hopes and bruised stays


Our weekly practices are well attended by Branch members but regular Sunday ringing is still a struggle on occasions. However we are pleased to welcome Maggie Penrose, a ‘millenium’ ringer who has stayed the course. She moved into the town from Oundle (in the Peterborough Guild) and is also becoming a familiar face at other towers.


In April we held an evening of reminicensing for past and present Banbury ringers to fill in some of the gaps in our archives.		        Jean Davis





Deddington


There have been six parties of visiting ringers, the group from St Andrew's Sonning ringing a quarter peal, and the bells have been rung for four weddings.


Unfortunately, due to sickness, the bells were not rung for the Queen's Silver Jubilee but the Guild of Clerical Ringers rang for the Queen Mother's funeral.


The bells were also rung for one of the monthly Farmers' Markets.


Whites of Appleton have carried out their annual inspection and maintenance.


A bellringers' arrangement was prepared for the Jubilee flower festival in church. The Certificate has been received and the faculty from the DAC will soon be


 


 


 











issued for the emergency lighting and smoke detection for the tower.


The long postponed Annual Dinner was held on December 1st at the Unicorn Inn and much enjoyed.


Our new members are all making good progress.			Bill Dickinson





Great Tew


Tew Changes (and it does sometimes get spelt Chew!)


20 03, 2003. 2003 changes of Plain Bob Triples starting at 20.03!


Abbott Conway rang his first quarter peal since coming from Canada to become vicar on 14 April, the day after he became Branch Chairman!


Sarah, Abbott’s daughter, is learning to ring and is making excellent progress.


Matt Bennett is starting to ring the heavier bells but Joe has not yet managed to get him on the tenor (although it won’t be long)! 


We ring all eight bells on the first Sunday of the month with help from John Temple, Paul West and our friends from Duns Tew.


Two peals this year, both of Yorkshire Surprise Major, bring the peal count to 97: not long to the hundredth!


The snowdrops and the daffodils in the churchyard have been beautiful this year.			    Joan Warren





Mollington


Question:   In which tower can you find a divine spirit and a famous bell founder?


Answer:  Mollington on practice night.





We have two new recruits whose names are Simon Angel and John Taylor and any help to keep them interested would be appreciated.			    Diana Reeves














 


 


 








Sandford St Martin


Although Sandford does not have its own band, the bells are rung for service on the first two Sundays of the month. After ringing at Great Tew six of the ‘First Sunday’ band move on to Sandford to ring for their morning service. On the second Sunday a quarter peal is rung for Evensong. It’s good to keep the bells ringing. 			    Joan Warren





Steeple Aston


Once again the ringers of Steeple Aston divided their attention between tower and hand bells at Christmas. After two months of practice every Sunday evening we took to the streets of the parish to play hand bells each night for the two weeks before Christmas. Having several very musical young ringers we fielded the strongest band for many a year. Nick Brown had the bright idea of busking in Oxford, made enquiries about the rules (there aren’t any beyond don’t annoy the police!) So one cold Sunday afternoon a group went off with the bells and collected £100 in two hours. This money went to the Church Restoration Fund, the collection around the parish went to maintenance of the tower and hand bells and £600 to the Recreation and Sports Centre here in Steeple. Over Christmas we rang for the midnight, Christmas day and school and parish Carol services. We may just be a background noise throughout the year, but at these services people listen and enjoy. On New Year’s Eve eight reasonably sober people were found to ring in the new. We were soon back to regular Tuesday night practices as we worked towards the Firsts Day. What a success that was! It was particularly exciting to get two ringers through their first quarters.   

















 


 


 











Camilla at North Aston and Catherine at Steeple.  Mid winter it was time for our Tower AGM, with a new Rector, Stephen M’Caw to break in! (He’s doing very well)   A lot of talk about Child Protection. We now have half a dozen of us registered to work with young people and we continue to sign an attendance book every time we ring. Above all we follow the sensible regime of always having two adults present at all times.   One happy outcome of the AGM was a decision to reintroduce a tower dinner – in the form of a skittles match.   This was hastily organized at The Gardner’s Arms Tackley. Somehow members and family amounted to 36 people and a merry time was had by all.   Hand bell practices continued alternate Sundays and the younger members – well Graham managed to claim the right to ring one tiny bell – rang for the Village Entertainment evening. Ringers also manned the bar and ubiquitous raffle!   The event was in aid of the Church restoration. I write this just before Easter when the three Clifton ringers depart for ‘down under’ to attend our son’s wedding in Melbourne. This will leave Steeple a bit short so any one at a loose end on a Tuesday night please come here.  Sunday service could be a bit thin also, ring Diana 01869 347654 for service times if you can help. We are preparing
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