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June 2009
On April 5th Hanwell's bells were re-dedicated by the Right Revd. John Pritchard, Bishop of Oxford. Prior to the service a quarter peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor was rung. Immediately following the dedication Hanwell ringers rang a few rounds. During the service a presentation of a DVD was made to Revd and Mrs. Chard. The  Revd Jeff Chard recently retired from the Ironstone Benefice and had been our Branch Chairman some years previously. The service was followed by refreshments and further ringing.

The re-dedication marked the end of a long period of fund raising to get Hanwell bells augmented and ringing again. The sound of the bells across the village is largely due to the hard work put in by Keith Abbott and Philip Ledger and by a very generous donation from a Hanwell resident. Branch members unable to attend the re-dedication were able to enjoy the bells three weeks later when the Branch AGM was held at Hanwell. Philip had set up a slide presentation for members to look at the work undertaken. After the ringers service an excellent tea, which included strawberries and cream, preceded the business meeting.  
[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]



. 

[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]




Mollington

Doesn’t time fly when you are having fun!. It only seems like yesterday when I was trying to think of something to put in the last issue.

We still regularly ring for Sunday Services and try to have a practice twice a month. Apart from our party piece of Bob Doubles we now try to ring Grandsire, RCP. Bastow and Bob Minor. This is only possible with the help of Barrie Salter. Bob’s brother Pete has also come back to ringing after an absence of many years. He learned to ring at Adderbury in his youth but has never been as keen as Bob.

 In February we took part in “First Week” when Julie rang in her first quarter. She rang the treble to Bob Doubles and Ann rang the tenor behind. They have both also been on courses Julie did Bob Doubles inside and Ann Bob Triples. I believe they both did very well.

At this point I would like to thank Steeple Aston for letting them go to their practices. It has helped enormously with their eight bell ringing. 
Bob has been in demand again, not rope guides this time but rope splicing. He was persuaded to go over the border into Warwickshire to teach some youngsters at The Harry Windsor Ringing Centre in Kineton.

Many of our ringers like growing their own vegetables and Ted, Bob and Pete all have allotments.                         

 Julie felt they needed some female rivalry and has now joined them. This is only part time because she has to work, but we really hope she grows the best!

The men are finding it tiring competing with her. Last week they had to make a seat so they could have a rest from time to time.. Just imagine the scene!  First Ted measured the wood, then Bob sawed it to length, and finally Pete hammered in the nails. According to Margaret it was like watching an episode of “Last of the Summer Wine”.

The first weekend in May is when our church holds its Annual Spring Fete. The ringers helped in lots of ways making cakes, running games, manning stalls and doing the PA system. We also challenged another team to a” Tug of War” and did extremely well considering two of our team were ladies. 

But the highlight of the afternoon came when Mollington was given its very own Spitfire Display. The plane circled round the village before swooping over the fete three times, each time ending up with a victory roll.  It was brilliant!

There haven’t been any weddings this year but we still get visitors and the tower was open for the Oxford Guild Ringing Day.

Finally we must Congratulate Simon and Jeanette on their Silver Wedding Anniversary. To mark the occasion we went to Burnham in Buckinghamshire where they were married. After ringing on the lovely eight bells, fourteen of us were treated to lunch at the nearby Jolly Woodman.
 Diana Reeves

Steeple Aston

Christmas came and went much as usual even though we were without our tower captain Graham, and Dorothy, who were enjoying sunshine and family in Australia. This affected our Advent handbell ringing as well as church bell ringing, but all were loyal to the cause and we achieved both tasks to the full. Congratulations are due to Sally Cooper who organised the handbell rota to everyone’s satisfaction! This year Sarah Parkinson invited us to ring at Campsfield House which was a most interesting and much appreciated visit. Our handbell collection raised £1200, another record, which we certainly weren’t expecting when people are counting every penny. After holding back as much as we required to maintain the church tower and both sets of bells, we were able to donate £1000 to the Parkinson’s Society. This was divided equally between research and local needs. It is heart warming to see such generosity to charity. 
We are delighted with the excellent progress achieved by our two recruits, Matt Spencer and Benedict M’Caw (11), who now join us for Sunday ringing. They were both elected at the AGM. and were proud to receive their certificates. Our other new recruit, Ann Fay, has just returned from the Channel Islands where she has spent some time admiring the new grandchild, Grace. Ann has therefore got some urgent catching up to do to keep the ladies side on track!
At our AGM Graham reported our bells to be in good condition but he suggested we should order two new ropes as they take up to a year to obtain. Vicky reported that our tower funds are also in good condition. We therefore decided to order a new handbell carrying case as the number of our bells now exceeds the number of slots in our twocurrent boxes.

We welcome visitors at every practice night and, again at our AGM, Dorothy asked for our thanks to be recorded not only to Steeple people but also to the kind visitors who add to the sweetie tin. So thank you, it tends to be a very smiley time when that tin is passed around. I’ve noticed Benedict in particular. 






                    Diana Gardner


Kineton Ringing Centre
Kids In Charge
A group of  teenage ringers - keen to ring and socialise together. 
Ringing at HWRC Kineton every first Saturday at 10.00 - special events every 3 or 4  months.  

 

Come and join in - Contact Graham on 01926 641812 -  graham@nabb.orangehome.co.uk
 

 

The Tower Captain's / Teachers course.   Advance notice for 30/1/2010
 A full day course at the Harry Windsor Ringing Centre Kineton

New teaching techniques, leadership skills, coaching & retention of ringers, Health & Safety, complaints etc.                             
From the Archives 
100 years ago reported in the Banbury Guardian - November 19th 1908 
Cropredy church bells were in the process of being rehung and partly turned. Discussions were underway to have the Archdeacon of Oxford open the bells on December 17th. A whist drive and dance in aid of the bells was held in the schoolroom on the previous Friday
 

More Firsts 

Some of the cancelled firsts attempts were re-arranged resulting in certificates for Roger Stranks, Heather Hughes, Sarah Conway, Alison Varney and Verna Wass


Branch Dinner
This year the dinner was held at The Red Lion Cropredy and was attended by about 50 members and their partners. Prior to the dinner the speaker, Bill Butler, called a peal of Yorkshire Surprise Royal at Banbury. A raffle was held and the proceeds raised were donated to Katharine House Hospice.
Firsts Week

This took place in February just as the snow arrived. Some attempts had to be cancelled due to the weather but a lot was achieved in spite of it.

On the 7th approximately fifty members braved the elements to gather at Bodicote for the social evening during which the certificates were presented. These included first ring on ten bells, and first as tenor cover. Methods ranged from Bastow to Yorkshire Surprise Major. The ‘Match the youngster to the adult’ competition had everyone puzzling over baby pictures and was won by Alison Varney and Dave Hughes. Barry’s continous loop of ringing pictures kept everyone entertained while they ate and Heather did the rounds with the raffle tickets.
Vicky and her team served up jacket potatoes and Bolognese with their usual impeccable style.
Most people left about 9.30pm to slither home on the icy roads but a good time was had by all.
Guild Open Day and Striking Competition on May 4th
As many of you will know, it was the turn of our branch to host the event this year as part of the Guild's 15 year Plan.  It took a good deal of organising but, as the day drew closer, there was little indication as to how many ringers would turn up to visit the 21 towers which were open as part of the Ringing Day. Although we had 60 day tickets provided, only three were sold prior to the day.  

It was clear from the outset that the day was going to be extremely successful.  Ringers were already forming long queues well ahead of time at the first three towers in order to purchase their day tickets, in addition to those who were going to "pay as you go".  The pre-printed tickets sold out very quickly and hand-written "tickets" had to be given from then on.

Since the event, I have had emails from visiting ringers (two people from Leicestershire and one from Cheshire) to say how much they enjoyed their day.  Ringers came from all over the country – Newcastle, Kent, North Cornwall, Kirby Lonsdale, as well as more locally – to enjoy what we had to offer.  I was one of the stewards at Sandford and there were the "tower grabbers" and those who simply wished to take a bit more time to go round to their chosen towers for a ring and then move on.  It was very interesting to talk to some of them.

The Eight-bell Striking Competition had eleven entries so heats took place at Banbury on the back eight and Adderbury.  Our branch entered a team and they went through to the final, with five other teams, which was held at Great Tew in the late afternoon, the judges commended all the teams on the high quality ringing, not only in the final, but also in the heats.  Our branch team came a respectable fourth in the final. Bearing in mind that the three teams which were placed ahead of Banbury ring peals and practice regularly together, it was a fine achievement for our team.

As a result of the Ringing Day aspect of the event, just over £1,000 has been raised so far for the Oxford Diocesan Bell Fund.  Since the Bell Fund is a charity, £725 of the total has been gift aided.





   

 Heather Hughes
The results of the Striking Competitiom were:

First -  High Wycombe 30, Second - Reading 32¾, Third - St. Aldates Oxford 36¼, Fourth - Banbury 42¾, Fifth - ESB 57½, Sixth - North Bucks 79.


The Banbury band was:- Chris Holmes 1, Catherine Stanworth 2, Keith Abbott 3, Sue Burchell 4, Alan Griffin 5, Michael Tinsley 6, Graham Clifton (C) 7, Robin Green 8.
The following email was sent from the Guild Deputy Master Alan Marchbank to the Branch Secretary.

Can I express my thanks both as Deputy Master and also a a Bell Fund trustee for the work that went into making the whole day such a success in all respects and especially in the money raised.  I know how hard and stressful setting up these events are and I take my hat off to you and all those who were involved in organising the event

 
Please pass on my thanks to all those involved

Thanks again    Alan
Heather’s Wescote Barton experience

Yet another “Ringer's Tale” or “How not to ring the bells at Westcote Barton”

Having finished my session with Alan Burtonwood at Sandford St Martin on the Guild Ringing Day, we duly locked up and went our separate ways.  I was due to go to Lower Heyford for 11.30 but decided I had a little bit of time to spare, so I thought I would drop in at Westcote Barton where Roger Stranks and Sorrel Poulton were stewarding for this three-bell ring.

I should say that, although I returned to ringing just about five years ago, I had never rung at Westcote Barton even though it is only 200 yards or so along the same road from where I live.  As I arrived the last few ringers were departing, leaving only Roger, Sorrel and me.  Roger asked me if I would like a ring to which I said “Yes”.   To complete the picture I should explain what the set up is like in the ground floor ringing chamber.  The bell ropes fall side by side in a straight line, quite close together, and about 12 inches or so from an outside wall with a small window which has a sloping sill about 15 inches in depth.  Ringers therefore have to ring in a line facing the wall and window.  Added to this, the bells are hung with half wheels with stays but without sliders.  In place of the slider there is a peg with which the stay engages at handstroke and therefore, because the peg is fixed, the bells can only be stood at handstroke.  

So I took up my position on the treble, Sorrel on the second and Roger on the tenor and we started.  Well only just.  Despite my care, after only two pulls on the sally, the backstroke went just too high, the bell  hit the peg and bounced off.  In coming down, the sally hit the sloped window sill causing it to “dance” everywhere and the bell then came down in a most uncivilised way!  Fortunately Roger is well used to this happening and he retrieved the tail end from me and rang the bell back up.  We then had another try.  This lasted about three strokes longer, and just when I thought “this is okay” exactly the same thing happened again.  This time I “tamed” the bell although Roger had to take the tail end and ring it up again.  During all of this, Sorrel – who is rather less experienced than me – held her own and didn't get distracted by the antics which were going on alongside her.

A few minutes later, having recovered from this unique experience, all I could do was laugh about it (and it still makes me chuckle even now).  However, I would recommend that if you would like the opportunity to experience a totally different type of bell ringing, Westcote Barton is the place to go.  It is quite different from anywhere else I have ever been – it's a shame it took me five years to find out!

Ringing Master – what about a 3-bell branch practice?  Although it might well end up as a “surprise” practice!







  Heather Hughes

	
· From the AGM 

· Guild Subs are now £7.00 per annum (including £1 To Guild Bell Fund).

· Changes to Branch Officers:- Ringing Master – Alan Griffin, Deputy Ringing Master – Keith Abbott, New Social Committeee Members – Lindsay Smith, Chris Cox, 

· Guild Insurance will now cover any age member.

· The Guild Treasurer Brian Gatward urges everyone to take due care in the tower. Of the 3 personal accident claims last year two happened to experienced ringers.

· There will no longer be an Honorary Membership level for those who reach 30 years as Guild members. A new Distinguished Membership will replace this but Guild Subs will still have to be paid

· Alan has supplies of the new orange pocket card with the 2009/2010 programme.

· Child protection – Menbers should be aware of the new memo (April 2009) which has been circulated to towers. (Copy on News Page of the website)

Diary dates for 2009
2009

 June 13th           Striking Competition - Cropredy

July 25th             Branch Outing

   September 24th  Reps meeting -  E & C Bloxham 

October 17th       Half yearly meeting - Mollington    
October 31st       Steeple Aston Course

December 5th      Advent Carol Service - Tadmarton
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Bloxham


Things are not going as well as I had hoped. We have ten Guild members, but many of them don't come to practices or Sunday-Service ringing. Recently we have had only 4 or 5 on Sundays - even on Easter Day. It is the same for practices. I am very grateful to Martin and Veronica Warner who regularly help on Fridays.


The problem is that I am teaching lots of people who don't live in the village and who don't ring at Bloxham on Sundays. Learners come to the practice from far and wide, but I am desperately short of experienced ringers. It makes teaching methods very difficult. I am always trying to find new learners who live in the village.								      Alan Griffin











Banbury


Banbury made a positive start to 2009 with New Year’s Eve ringing and by hosting ringing on New Year’s Day. White’s inspection resulted in some financial outlay for a new stay and some pulleys.


In March a peal of Yorkshire  Surprise Royal was rung to welcome our new vicar Linda Green (a lapsed ringer). We haven’t yet managed to entice her up the tower but she did chime the sanctus bell at her licensing service. This was made possible after Barry and Robin cleared about a 100 years of rubbish from the clock chute in the ringing chamber.


We held our AGM in March courtesy of Barrie and Margaret Salter and were respectably placed ‘somewhere in the middle’ of the results in the annual Church Quizz. The winning team did have twice as many members as the rest!


Colin Lee who has moved to Adderbury helps us out on Sunday mornings and Steven our enthusiastic learner is making steady progress.


Several quarters have been rung including one in memory of Dave Bennett from Brackley who regularly came to practice nights.  Jean and Barry attended his funeral in Swansea in April.


The clock hammers have been giving us grief again but we managed to ring for the Confirmation Service and a wedding in spite of them.  			       Jean Davis








Adderbury


Adderbury has benefited from two new members recently, Colin Lee and Philip Davies. This enables us to ring 8 bells frequently on Sundays and nearly every practice night too, and our striking is improving too!  We had numerous “Firsts” in March which were well deserved. At the moment we are concentrating on Bastows so that we can progress to Stedman and strike the back dodges well, but we are not neglecting other methods which get aired on most practice nights.


We hosted one of the heats for the 8 Bell Striking Competition on May 4th and the village was treated to some really good ringing on that day! Our own Banbury Branch band came 3rd in the heats at Adderbury and were unlucky to come a very close 4th in the Duns Tew final. Well done! 


Unfortunately we have two long term absences, both with hip replacement problems. The question which is currently taxing our brains is how to install a Stannah 


Stairlift in our tower, 


but then we probably 


would not be granted 


a faculty! Hopefully Marianna and Julia will soon be with us again and the need will have disappeared. We look forward to their return in full health and mobility.


Social events continue, the latest being an excellent “Continental” dinner on May Day, Adderbury Bellringers continue their gastronomic excellence! Our Tower BBQ is planned for June and we are all looking forward to that.  			      Trevor Trivett











The editors would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the newsletter either with articles or photographs. If you would like to contribute to the next edition with a puzzle, picture, wordsearch, article etc. then please send your contributions to Barry and Jean Davis at 61 Springfield Avenue, Banbury, Oxon or alternatively 


e-mail bjdbellringer@btinternet.com 





Don’t forget the website. If you want your own copy of this newsletter then download from -� HYPERLINK "http://www.banbury-bells.org.uk" ��www.banbury-bells.org.uk�
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Hanwell, hung well, rung well!








