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December 2008
Beginners Luck (my first year as an apprentice)
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Since joining the Reeves family I started visiting towers with Graham and so it was only a matter of time before I was persuaded to have a go. Little did I know that I not only needed concentration, patience and good co ordination but I quickly realised that I needed to learn a new language! I recognised the words but it all sounds foreign to me!  Look to, 1st place 2nds place etc, dodging, lying at the back, plain hunting, plain bob (are they describing my father in law??) when I first heard someone shout “BOB” I thought he’d done something wrong!   Then there are all the method names, what the heck is a Double Norwich anyway!  I have been ringing for about 14 months and still feel very much a novice, but I am assured “we have all been there...! “ For more experience we sometimes visit Steeple Aston & Tadmarton towers where I am very grateful for everyone’s encouragement and support. At this point I want to thank my fellow ringers at Mollington for all their help and encouragement, they also make it such fun!!
The Reeves’ went on the weekend away in May to Brecon and I rang for the first time in a Cathedral (amazing) and also Pershore Abbey where the height & cage in mid air got to me and I was grateful to hear “Stand” so I could descend to solid ground!! We have just returned from a ringing weekend in Devon where not only did we visit some pretty village churches but were very well fed and watered by Anne and Ron Thorne in their lovely country retreat.

In September we went to The Ringing World Roadshow which was a really good day out with lots of very interesting things to see and do. Although it was raining we had a ring on two of the Mini Rings - another new experience! 

During the year I was very pleased to receive 2 badges to encourage me `Ambitious Apprentice’ and `Happy Hunter’ then I recently received my Membership Certificate at the half yearly meeting at Bloxham.

We have also resurrected The Mollington Hand Bell Group and have played at two concerts in Mollington Church. We are now practising for our second Christmas of carols round the village and for Midnight Mass. 



Jenny Reeves
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Fifty years at Mollington

In 1956 the Vicar of Mollington had to spend some time in hospital and in the next bed was a Mr. H. L. Roper who was tower captain of Adderbury. They got chatting and inevitably the subject of bell ringing came up.

At that time our five bells were unsafe and hadn’t been rung for many years so Mr.Roper persuaded the vicar to have them looked at by Whites. After an initial inspection it was agreed some repairs would be carried out.

The next question was who would ring the bells?

Volunteers were asked for and it was suggested that perhaps some young people might like to try this new activity. As I had two uncles who rang at nearby Farnborough and a Grandfather who used to ring at Shotteswell, I and a cousin decided to give it a go.

If I remember correctly I think there were about ten of us waiting anxiously that first evening to see who the instructors would be. Mr. Roper arrived with his helpers, including one or two likely lads. The anxieties soon went for the girls who were suddenly very keen to learn.  

We were taught well and four of us were elected to the Guild in July 1958 two boys and two girls. The following year I rang the treble at Mollington for my first quarter peal

I can’t keep up with Graham Clifton, but I was mentioned on the front page of The Ringing World in October 1960. It was part of an article Miss Cross had written about Father Robinson. She wondered what he would have said about a teenage girl in the north of the county teaching eleven year old boys and girls to ring, but that’s how it was then, no adults present. I wonder what Health and Safety would have said about that!

To gain experience in method ringing, I was lucky enough to be taken to Deddington and Adderbury by one of the likely lads (you can guess which one) and by 1963 had rung my first peal.

I moved to Adderbury for a few years when I got married but was still able to keep the band going at Mollington.

After moving back to the village the next few years were spent juggling ringing and bringing up the children, but as soon as they could reach the sally by standing on a box, they of course had to learn. They all joined the Guild but only Graham has kept up his membership.

By 1981 the PCC decided we should have the bells looked at again as they were not really safe, so after hectic fund raising we were augmented to a six in 1982 at a cost of over £8,000. This doesn’t seem expensive by today’s prices but back then it was an enormous amount for the village to find.

A month after the Dedication a Quarter Peal was rung with four locals taking part, including Graham, who was only twelve at the time, and ringing in his first quarter.  The following year the first peal on the bells was achieved.

Suddenly we became very popular and have had visitors from all over the country. There have also been eleven peals and over ninety quarters, fourteen of which were rung in one year alone.

During all this time we have been lucky to keep a band at Mollington, even if the age range has changed from teenagers to OAPs.

       Me receiving my 50 Year Testimonial Certificate.


Diana Reeves
Memories
On Friday 1st August a small group met at Great Tew church to dedicate a peal board tothe memory of Abbott Conway. Branch Chairman Rev. Sue Burchell dedicated the board and gave thanks for all Abbot had meant to us. She remembered his music, ringing, friendship and the help he had given to her in training for the ministry. A quarter peal of Grandsire Triples followed in which Abbott's daughters Catherine and Sarah rang.


The quarter peal band  band

We then retired to a very empty vicarage to join Margaret for refreshments and to say farewell as they move to Bloxham. A toast was raised to all the good times the ringers had spent with the Conways in the vicarage and to remember Abbott. 

Great Tew, 1 Aug. 1260 Grandsire Triples:
Catherine Conway 1, Sarah Conway 2, Christine Cox 3, Claire Tarrant 4, Revd. Sue Burchell 5, Mick Journeaux 6, Graham Clifton (C), Roger Stranks 8.
Rung at the dedication of a peal board to the memory of Abbott Conway.
Graham Clifton

Sadly, only three months after celebrating his 80th birthday, well known local ringer Cliff Wightman passed away in the Horton Hospital, Banbury. His funeral was attended by approximately 150 people. Besides his many friends there were also representatives from bellringing, scouting and work. St. Mary's bells were rung half muffled before and after the service. 

Born and educated in Suffolk he worked for a short time in local government and finished his National Service with the RASC before moving with his wife Joan to Oxfordshire. He worked for Bodicote Rural District Council before joining Aplins Solicitors in Banbury as a legal executive, retiring after 40 years with the firm.
Besides his ringing interests Cliff was very well known in the local scout movement. He started the 2nd Banbury group and then the 1st Banbury. Finally with 6th Banbury he instigated the building of the scout hut at Banbury School. He was also a District Commissioner for scouts and County Commissioner for cubs. His other hobbies included badminton, swimming, table tennis and walking. 

Cliff rang at St. Mary's Banbury for 55 years and was well known at other towers where he liked to help out. After Sunday morning ringing at Banbury he regularly rang at Adderbury. Cliff attended many Branch ringing activities such as outings, social events etc. He also enjoyed ringing in quarter peals and, although his total was modest by today's standards, he rang in at least 38 peals of which 22 were for the Oxford Diocesan Guild and 16 for the Oxford Society. A peal in memory of Cliff is planned for the morning of November 29th.






           
Barry Davis
On October 17th A quarter peal was rung on Bloxham bells before the funeral service of David Robson, Bloxham tower’s treasurer. David was born in 1934 and went Felstead school when he was thirteen. He learnt to ring at Felstead about 1950. In 1982 he moved with his wife Liz to Bloxham where he became a regular member of the band (and the treasurer of the Bloxham Bell-fund). He was also treasurer of the Banbury Branch for one year. After several years he stopped ringing because of an injury and never restarted, although he used to turn out to ring for weddings and festivals when we were short of ringers. 








        Alan Griffin


All over the Place
Steeple Aston knocked off top spot
The Branch Striking Competition and Barbecue was held at Bodicote on June 14th. and was judged by David and Marilyn Floyd. After a three year run at the top Steeple Aston were relegated by just one point to second place by Bodicote 'A'. In third place was Tadmarton. Congratulations to Bodicote on winning and hosting a splendid barbecue.
Farewell Peal at Banbury
On August 3rd the Rev. Janet Chapman, Vicar of Banbury, took her last service before moving north to Birmingham to become a Canon at Birmingham Cathedral. During Janet's time at Banbury she has given the ringers a great deal of support. To mark the occasion and to wish her and her family all the best for the future a peal was rung on Wednesday July 30th by some of the members of the Wednesday night practice band. A peal board has been made to record the event.
Oxford Diocesan Guild
St Mary's Banbury, Oxfordshire
Wednesday, 30 July 2008 in 3hrs 1min (17cwt)
5039 GRANDSIRE CATERS
Composed by: Albert M Tyler

Barry J Davis             Treble

Michael Tinsley            6
Alan J Griffin                 2

A. John Stanworth       7
Jean Davis                      3

Robin Green                  8
Rosemary K Hemmings    4

Graham J Clifton          9
Catherine Stanworth      5

Robert A Reeves        Tenor

Conducted by Barry J Davis

First peal on ten 7.
    A farewell to Rev. Janet Chapman and family as they move to Birmingham
Roger gets straight to the point
Roger and Myrtle have sewn up yet another excellent Branch Outing. On July 14th we visited Forge Mill Needle Museum and were given a fascinating tour by our amusing and informed guide Don. The picnic area had to be hastily vacated as the heavens opened but we continued with lunch (and extra goodies from the snack bar) in the covered area at Bordesley Abbey visitors centre. Afterwards we were able to explore the museum at our leisure. Further showers failed to dampen our enthusiasm and we rang at Beoley, Ipsley, Bromsgrove and Stoke Prior. Feckenham was our final destination providing both the best bells of the day and fine food at the Lygon Arms.
Ron and Anne Thorne – 
Golden Wedding
On Saturday August 30th Ron and Anne celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary. To mark the occasion Bodicote tower rang a quarter peal and some of their friends from the Branch went down to Devon and rang a peal on the six bells of Warkleigh where Ron and Anne are regular ringers. Ron and Anne retired to Devon after living in Bodicote for many years. Ron was both Banbury Branch Secretary and Guild Master and after their retirement many of their friends from the Branch and local area have kept in touch through ringing weekends etc. The peal was a new experience for all the band as Devon tail ends are at least two feet longer than necessary for method ringing and are spliced so that they cannot be adjusted. Added to this was a new set of ropes specially for the occasion. Long tail ends, bouncy ropes, fluff and a hot morning made the peal memorable. Afterwards the peal band were entertained to lunch by Ron and Anne.  To mark the occasion a peal board was presented to Ron and Anne by the band in October.
Oxford Diocesan Guild
St John the Evangelist, Warkleigh, Devon
Saturday, 30 August 2008 in 2hrs 40min (9cwt)
5040 MINOR
4m (1 & 2) Cambridge, (3) St. Clements, (4) Single Canterbury Pleasure, (5) Single Canterbury Pleasure & Plain Bob, (6 & 7) Plain Bob 

      

Jean Davis                   Treble    Alan J Griffin                  4       
      

Barry J Davis                  2         A. John Stanworth           5
      

E Susan Burchell              3         Graham J Clifton         Tenor
   
Conducted by Graham J Clifton
    Rung to celebrate the Golden Wedding Anniversary this day of Ron & Anne Thorne by friends from the Banbury area of ODG.
Tail Ends

Answers to Quick Quotes from the last Newsletter
1. John Donne - Meditation XVII 1624

2. Alfred Tennyson - In memoriam A.H.H. 1850

3. Ralph Hodgson – Bells of Heaven 1917

4. William Shakespeare – King John 1591-8

5. William Shakespeare – Much Ado About Nothing 1598-9

6. Thomas Hood – Faithless Sally Brown 1826

7. George Crabbe – The Borough 1810

8. Edward Lear – The Pobble who had no toes 1871
‘‘Watch out there’s a flasher about’ Quote from GJC
Alan hadn’t got his camera in Devon in October so Bob took on the role.!

Found in the Banbury Advertiser 1920 (Banbury Library CBS Archives)

Thanks to Margaret, Ros, Alan and a teapot named Gerald for a lovely meal at the the Half Yearly meeting. You had to be there to se it.

	
· From the Half yearly meeting 

· Diana Reeves received her 50 yrs. membership certificate.

· Certificates were presented to 6 new members.

· Members were urged to keep up with the Guild news (Odd Bob goes out to every tower).

· The Guild is proposing to abolish free honorary membership.

· The Branch is to host the Guild Ringing day and 8 bell striking competition on may 4th 2009.

· Surprise Practices will include other treble bob methods in future.

· Please pay Guild subscriptions to Diana Gardner on time.

· Start thinking about what you would like to ring for Firsts Week 2009.

Reminders – main dates for 2008 and 2009
2008

December 1st      Advent Carol Service Deddington 6.30pm

December 26th     Boxing Day ringing at Deddington 10.30 – 12.00pm

2009

January 1st           Ringing at Banbury 10.30am-12.00pm
February 7th        Firsts day, supper at Bodicote
March 14 th          Branch Dinner Cropredy
April 5th                      Dedication of Hanwell bells
April 18th             Branch AGM Hanwell

May 4th                Guild ringing Day in branch
June 13th            Striking competition Cropredy








Geoff celebrates 85 years


Geoff Ellacott, was 85 last Monday. He is a very keen ringer at Bloxham and is making excellent progress. A quarter peal was rung at Bloxham to celebrate his birthday.�1260 Plain Bob Doubles  in 46 mins. Gerry Cooper 1, 2  Barrie Salter 2, Martin Saunders 3, Martin Warner 4, Alan Griffin (C) 5, Roger Jones 6. First quarter inside 4.





Steeple Aston


Looking back over the bell ringers’ activities during the last six months, it is clear how much we are affiliated with the running of the church. We have raised money by managing a stall at the Church Fete, we have provided the Harvest Supper, and organised and run the Church quiz evening. We put up a display for the Harvest Festival service. The ringers are also the mainstay of the churchyard maintenance team, we change the way-out-of-reach light bulbs and check on how much more lead has been stolen from the church roof.


As we have had to cancel some Sunday ringing  this year due to lack of ringers (for the first time for many years) it is comforting to recall all these details, so easily forgotten.


On 29th June our curate, Sarah Parkinson, was ordained in Banbury. Four of us went to ring for the service, and in the evening we rang a quarter peal at Steeple Aston. 


We were also involved in the “Calor” best kept village competition, being in the final, when clubs and societies had to put on displays and demonstrations in the Hall.


We are pleased to have a new recruit, and although he does shift work he is making good progress despite interruptions caused by his work schedule. Our Tuesday practices continue to attract more visitors than locals, you are very welcome, thank you for coming! We feel we have a comfortable and well heated ringing chamber which is welcoming on a winter’s evening.


 We were proud to come second in the Striking competition, which was a very pleasant event , thank you Bodicote ringers. Several members also enjoyed the Banbury Branch outing to Redditch and the meal afterwards, thanks to Roger. We were so fortunate to choose a date for our tower barbeque that was actually a lovely warm, sunny, summer evening. Thanks to the Cliftons for hosting this.


The handbell ringers have been active earlier in the year than usual. There was a village event to welcome a group of visiting Germans, for which the ringers played a few tunes. Next we were needed to assist one of our keen youngsters in getting a Girl Guide badge. Now we are practising to entertain the people held in Campsfield House, where Sarah Parkinson visits regularly. Then it will be over to Christmas Carols! 


There’s never a dull moment if you’re a ringer!                                        Diana Gardner




















Bloxham


We continue to make progress! We often ring call changes on all eight bells on Sunday mornings. We rang the eight half-muffled, both on Remembrance Sunday, and on Remembrance Day itself for Services. We can usually manage Bob Doubles and Grandsire Doubles at practices. �Our oldest learner, Geoff Ellacott, was 85 last Monday. He is very keen and is making excellent progress. We rang a quarter peal to celebrate his birthday before Evensong last Sunday. 


Alan Griffin








Don’t forget the website. If you want your own copy of this newsletter then download from -


� HYPERLINK "http://www.banbury-bells.org.uk" ��www.banbury-bells.org.uk�








New Vicar for Great Tew


On Monday 15 September 2008, Revd Bernard Rumbold was licensed as Priest-in-Charge of Great Tew, Little Tew and Over and Nether Worton. The ceremony was conducted by the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of Dorchester, and


many clergy from the area, most of whom had helped out during the interregnum, took part.


We were pleased to be able to ring all 8 bells before the service (thanks to one or two visiting ringers). During the service, Bernard was formally welcomed by key members of the community including James Johnston of the Great Tew Estate, Parish Chairmen of the different parishes and the Head Teacher of Great Tew School. The service was followed by refreshments in the Tew Centre.


Bernard joins us from Exmoor and so is accustomed to village life. The vicarage is currently being refurbished and so Bernard is living temporarily in a nearby cottage. I understand that he can often be found in the village shop taking coffee and chatting to locals and visitors.


Bernard is not a ringer but is happy to have the bells rung at any convenient time. He says he ‘leaves all that to the tower captain’!


We wish him well in his ministry here over the next 5 years.               Sue Burchell








Banbury


We have suffered several setbacks this half  year.


Bill Harvey’s ailments finally got the better of him and he announced his retirement from ringing at the end of May. He still comes up the tower to see us occasionally.


The our vicar, Janet Chapman, left in August to take up her appointment as a Canon at Birmingham Cathedral. We wished the family well with a peal of Grandsire Caters on July 30th. Janet has been very supportive of all our ringing activities and we miss her cheerful greeting on Sunday mornings.


Cliff Wightman celebrated his 80th birthday in June but sadly passed away at the end of September. He was the current band’s longest serving member.


On a brighter note we had two sets of visitors, one of which left behind what could almost be called ‘the ultimate outing guide! - it included details about each church, the bells, the town history and places to eat and ended with a quiz.


We also rang for the May Day celebrations and Civic Sunday by special request of the Town Mayor; not quite by royal appointment but we are working on that!


And after ringing for free for the URC minister’s daughter’s wedding we were rewarded with a bottle of wine each – a nice touch for a nice touch?!


A quarter peal was rung in October to welcome Lucy Jane, daughter of Catherine and Chris Blackburn.				Jean Davis








The editors would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the newsletter either with articles or photographs. If you would like to contribute to the next edition with a puzzle, picture, wordsearch, article etc. then please send your contributions to Barry and Jean Davis at 61 Springfield Avenue, Banbury, Oxon or alternatively 


e-mail bjdbellringer@btinternet.com
































