Notes of Tower Reps Meeting held on Thursday 25th September 2008
Present:
Chris Cox, Alison Varney, Alan Griffin, Barry Davis, Robin Green, Bob Reeves, Roger Stranks, Brenda Day, Andries Bosland, Graham Clifton, Lindsey Smith.

Apologies for absence were received from David Field (Deddington) and Philip Ledger (Hanwell)

Barry chaired the meeting.
1 Matters arising


Barry thanked those who assisted with refreshments, etc, at the AGM.

2 Review/planning of Branch events


Branch practices – Some of these practices were very well attended and others were poorly attended.  Cropredy need some help with triples.  It was suggested that a practice on a Friday at Cropredy specifically to address this situation.  Andries was going to initiate this to obtain helpers.


Surprise practices – Again with these practices some were very well attended but others not.  The most recent practice (Mollington) had to be cancelled and the previous one to that at Lower Heyford only had five in attendance.  The situation would be monitored.

Learners practices – These are well attended and go very well.

3 Branch Meetings


Half Yearly at Bloxham – This is all in hand except for an organist.  Alan was going to deal with this aspect.  Various members offered help to assist on the day with providing food and/or setting up.

AGM at Hanwell – Philip Ledger had confirmed to Graham that everything had been booked except and organist.  Heather said she would ask Michael Tinsley if he could play for the service.  

Hanwell bells will be dedicated on Sunday 5th April 2009.

4 Social Events


Carol service at Deddington – David Field was not present, so an update was not possible.  Heather said she would enquire of him that all was in order.  Members would like handbells to be incorporated in the service since it was for ringers.  Heather will contact David Field about this.

Other plans

"Firsts" - It was decided that a "Firsts" day be held on Saturday 7th February, followed by a Jacket Potato supper in the evening.  Brenda will act as co-ordinator.  Chris/Lindsey would check with Martin as to whether the village hall could be used for the social since it has suitable facilities.  Barry would organise a "distraction".  This distraction would be a display of early photos of members so that those members attending could see whether they recognised them.  Towers are to inform their members of the Firsts day and promote it.  It doesn't have to be a first in a quarter peal.  It can be a first, say, to conduct a touch of a particular method or to ring call changes.  Certificates will be given out to those who gain "firsts".

Annual dinner Saturday 14th March – It was agreed that the dinner would be held at The Red Lion, Cropredy.  Brenda had obtained a menu with prices.  The pub would hold 40.  Members would be urged to book and pay early to ensure they had a place.  Brenda and Alison would organise this between them.  Graham said he would ask Bill Butler of Thatcham if he would like to be the after dinner speaker.

Striking Competition and barbecue would be held at Cropredy on Saturday, 13th June.  The draw would take place at 5.45 pm and competition start promptly at 6 pm.  Alan to arrange judge(s).


Outing – Roger said he would organise (with Myrtle) another outing to take place on Saturday 11th July.  Robin suggested the Battlefields at Measham.  People to give it some thought to see if they could come up with ideas.

The Guild 8-bell striking competition is to be hosted by our branch on Monday 4th May 09.  A list of towers was provided.  It was thought that a single route was the best option with all towers being open for about an hour, overlapping with the next one on route by 15 minutes.  Great Tew and Adderbury were suggested for the heats and Chris Cox was asked to find out whether Bodicote could be used for the final.  If this was not possible Deddington was to be asked.  Two stewards at each tower should be provided.  Liaison with Alan Marchbank, Dep Master, was requested before making final arrangements with each of the towers.  All information was required by the Guild by the end of January.

5 Branch website


Barry had nothing to report.  He was a little behind with postings but would be putting something on about Ann and Ron Thorne's 50th anniversary as well as Cliff Wightman's death.

6 Anything else


A decision as to which charities should be nominated to receive raffle proceeds at the Firsts day and Striking competition socials.  It was felt that it was appropriate to nominate local charities which members could relate to.  Two possibilities were Katharine House Hospice and the Brodey Centre at the Horton.  Lindsey said she would ask Rolf if he could find out information about the Brodey Centre.

The next meeting will be held on January 29th 2009.
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