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The Branch ‘chills out’ at Tew
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‘The purpose of striking competitions is to promote the objects of the Guild, to encourage Sunday Service Ringing and Branch Bands to improve their striking and to regard good striking rather than the complexity of methods rung as a primary aim.’

The Banbury Branch also sees them as an opportunity to meet together socially and congratulate or commiserate with each other over a barbeque.

On Saturday June 19th, after a sunny start, the evening became unseasonably cool but at least there was no rain to dampen our enthusiasm. This must have been a rare occasion when it was warmer inside the church than outside. Ringing done we tucked into Burchell’s Bangers and Mitchinson’s Meatburgers specially prepared for those who like their beef ‘well done’. Bill from Banbury enjoyed himself so much that he fell off his chair with laughing.

Feasting over we got to the raffle and results. The judges were Chris Mew and Mark Sayers from the Coventry Guild. Such kindly comments, so few faults, were they really listening to us ringing!?! Six teams entered and Banbury, obviously having struck the right note, claimed the cup with The Tews and Steeple Aston in 2nd and  3rd places.

Thanks were expressed to all who participated in any way especially the Conway family our hosts at Great Tew vicarage. Then with cold hands but warm hearts we all went home
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Graham Clifton



Meg Rodrick 1942-2004

On Monday September 6th Bodicote church was full as family and friends gathered to say farewell to Meg Rodrick, a staunch and popular member of the Branch. The bells were rung before and after the service as she had requested.

Meg and Ian came to the Banbury area in 1972 and settled in Bodicote in 1976 with their children Alison and David. Meg supported Ian in his doctor’s work and they were both active in the Round table and the Rotary club. Meg was also president of the Banbury Floral Arts Club.

In 1991 they learned to ring at Bodicote and Meg was a committed member of the band rarely missing Sunday service ringing. Although reluctant to ‘catch hold’ at unfamiliar towers she was always there to help organise and join in the social side of outings and events.

Like most people Meg knew both joy (her marriage to Ian, the birth of her grandsons) and sadness (Alison’s untimely death and her own cancer) in her life but she never gave up on living. She took pleasure in other people’s achievements and we respected and admired her many other talents outside ringing. Hers was a warm smile and a ready wit.

She was a lovely lady and we will all miss her.

A number of quarters were rung in memory of Meg

Steeple Aston, 7th Sept, 1260 Grandsire Triples 

Dorothy Clifton 1, Diana Gardner 2, Joan Warren 3, Claire Tarrant 4, Malcolm Hensher 5, Mark Tarrant 6, Graham Clifton (C) 7, Nick Powell 8. Rung as a tribute to the life of Meg Rodrick, a good friend to us all. 

Banbury, 10th Sept, 1260 Grandsire Triples: 

Diana Reeves 1, Catherine Stanworth 2, Robert Reeves 3, Jean Davis 4, John Temple 5, Michael Tinsley 6, Barry Davis (C) 7, Cliff Wightman 8. Rung in memory of Meg Rodrick who died on August 28th.

The following quarters were organised by Ron and Anne Thorne, friends of Ian and Meg who retired from Bodicote to Devon

South Molton, Devon. 29 Oct, 1259 Grandsire Triples: Dorothy Clifton 1, Mick Journeaux 2, Linda Jasper 3, Angie Jasper 4, Mike Jasper 5, Barry Davis 6, Graham Clifton (C) 7, Alan Griffin 8. First of Grandsire Triples 3. In memory of Meg Rodrick.

Filleigh, Devon. 29 Oct, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Mandy Spearing 1, Jean Davis 2, Anne Thorne 3, Terry Spearing 4, Ron Thorne (C) 5, Ian Rodrick 6. In memory of Meg Rodrick.



Puzzle Page

Mystery picture

Can you identify this building?

Clue : There may be more to it than meets the eye!


Word Play

Use bellringing terms to complete these well known phrases or sayings.

……………. while the iron is hot.

A ……….  of pearls

To…………… a dogs life


…………… the other one


It was a …… …. of genius

He was a …………… of strength

…………… up short



…………… the tables

A ………………… of hares


He who pays the piper ………….the tune

Riddles

(Answers after the answers to the last puzzle page )

(1) Q What goes hop tittum, hop tittum, hop tittum?

(2) Q What has 2 arms, 6 legs and a tail end?
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The answers to the last edition’s 

word square are:

No entries were received for the caption competition

Answers to the questions

1 Alan after running in in Cambridge

2 Alan ringing with a stool at Mollington practice

Did you know?
That……

Branch members on the outing to Cambridge in July discovered that ‘take your cue’ has a new meaning – never mind what the conductor says at Great St. Andrew Cambridge the band rings round a snooker table

Bob and Diana Reeves celebrated their Ruby Wedding Anniversary on July 18th – Happy Anniversary

Graham Reeves and Jenny Moore were married on September 12th – all good wishes.

Dorothy and Graham have an Aussie granddaughter so are they Grandad, or should that be Grandsire, and Grandma Clifton now?! Congratulations.

if you say anything at a practice it may be taken down and quoted here…………

‘He came here to ring Stedman Caters but then he said I’m two short’ ‘Well you could have given him a box and carried on’

‘You just make 5/6 but all at the same time!?!!
For more details on some of these snippets visit the news page on the Branch website at www.banbury-bells.org.uk
Half Yearly Meeting October 16th

This Autmn a new style meeting was held at Cropredy with ringing at 5.00pm. a service at 5.30pm., followed by the business meeting. The service was taken by Linda Alcock of the Shires Benefice team. Twenty seven people attended the meeting.

The main points of discussion were:

1. The new Dean of Oxford agrees that the Cathedral bells should be more accessible to Guild ringer and dialogue continues.

2. The new editor of Odd Bob would welcome feedback on the revised format.

3. It would be appreciated if students who attended courses could act as helpers on future courses to consolidate their own skills and encourage other learners.

4. The website is being updated on a regular basis. Please send news items, and quarter peal details etc. to Barry as they occur

5. Letters of appreciation for the raffle proceeds have been received from Cheshire Homes and Katherine House Hospice.


The meeting closed at 6.35pm. and supper and a quiz evening began at 7.15pm


Perhaps these two will be appearing on Question Time in the near future!

Steeple Aston Course

This year’s course was held on Saturday 23rd October. Although it is called the Steeple Aston course it involves many Branch towers and very many Branch members.

I think this year’s course was possibly the best so far. There were 5 groups from Plain Hunt to Grandsire Triples. One group was made up of young ringers.

After an hours tutorial all the groups then went to three towers in the area for practical ringing. We all met back at Steeple Aston village hall for a welcome hot meal prepared by Vicky Clifton. During the meal the younger members of the Steeple Aston hand bell team provided entertainment. 

I would like to thank all those that helped; with out you we could not run the course.

Look out for next years course and book your place early when the posters go out.

Graham Clifton

Armistice quarter at Burton upon Trent

In recent years a Branch band has rung a quarter peal of 1260 Grandsire Triples at 11.00am on Armistice Day using a composition composed in the trenches during World War 1 by Sgt Albert P Wakley, a ringer from Burton on Trent. This year our secretary asked for permission to ring the quarter in Sgt Wakley’s home town on the eight bells of St Modwen. A successful quarter was scored the band being as follows:

Christine Cox 1, Kay Bartholomew 2, Joan Warren 3, Robert Reeves 4, John Lindsay (C) 5, Keith Abbott 6, Barry Davis 7, John Temple 8.





Adderbury�This summer has been busy for the wedding ringers at Adderbury, we even had two on one day  - almost unheard of at Adderbury!


Our two learners have progressed to be able to ring Rounds and Call Changes on a Sunday and make a useful addition to our band. They hope to make use of the Branch Learners Practice and move on to Plain Hunt.


We have rung a few Quarters and been host to a few bands of visiting ringers. We hope to have our own Quarter programme for the forthcoming winter, usually rung on Sundays prior to Evensong. Assistance from neighbouring towers may be sought on occasion, especially with triples methods – you have been warned!


The annual BBQ was held this year, courtesy of Chris and Sue Wardley, and we have also enjoyed a few “Tower Dinner Parties”. We are very fortunate to be able to use the recently renovated Church House for these functions, which makes a splendid venue, well equipped and comfortable.			      Trevor Trivett





Banbury


Banbury has been the venue for several visiting bands during the summer months and we have rung for eight weddings. Unfortunately the tower has not proved as attractive to learners, the 8.45am Sunday ringing seems to be a problem.


It has been good however to keep in touch with our two German students who are both back home and studying at university. Ursula has emailed several times commenting rather sadly that she hasn’t been able to find anywhere to ring (well we did warn her) while Verena actually paid us a visit in September. She rang rounds and call changes as if she had never been away and her sister attempted some backstrokes.





Practices continue on Wednesday evenings and we now have a rota of people to run them – so we never know what to expect from one week to another and it keeps us all on our toes. Janet has appointed the ringers official monitors of the leaks in the church roof – so the big torch is not emergency lighting but enables us to inspect the beams and walls.


Sunday ringing has become even more spasmodic since Josh and Katie moved to Swindon.				Jean Davis





Bloxham


We are continuing to make progress. We now have five boys who ring regularly on Sunday evenings (but some are not very good at getting up on Sunday mornings)! The adult ringers however are very faithful and we often�manage to ring all eight bells nowadays.


We rang a good quarter peal of Plain Bob triples for the ordination of Bloxham's Curate, Derek Witchell, on the 26th September, with the help of some other local ringers.


Once again, I am very grateful to Martin Saunders who has run several practices for me recently when I have been away, and also to Rosemary Hemmings who regularly comes to our practice and rings at both services on Sundays.				           Alan Griffin





Great Tew


It was difficult not to be aware that something big was happening in Great Tew in June. Houses were refurbished, trees felled, areas cleared and grassed, verges trimmed; the wall to the Estate at the side and back of the church was rebuilt. The occasion was the wedding of Nicholas Johnston to Linda Evans. Bells were required throughout the day, (and night): Sue had the ringers organised on a shift system! 


Ringing started with a peal attempt in the 























afternoon before the wedding which would have been the 100th on the bells. Unfortunately the general noise and commotion in the church, and, in particular, a society photographer who tried to insist on entering the ringing chamber in the last but one part, unnerved the ringers, broke the concentration and the peal was lost. Ringing continued after the ceremony and finally the wedding celebrations ended late at night with a magnificent fireworks display which lit the night sky, accompanied, of course, by bells….. and the local Fire Brigade from Chippy!


The next Saturday was again busy for the band as we hosted the Branch Striking Competition. We were very pleased with our second place result. Abbott’s garden was ideal for the Bar-B-Q and although it was not the warmest summer evening everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.


Our Monday night practice band are very regular attenders with Tew ringers joined by Paul from Sandford and Roger and others from Duns Tew. Charlotte is making good progress and becoming a useful member of the band. Sarah is now in Canada but rang a quarter of Stedman Doubles before she left, two weeks after her first blows in the method! However we are not without a Conway daughter as Catherine is visiting for a few months; she has become a reliable treble ringer and is starting to ring inside. Abbott is now consolidating his learning from the Stedman course. Joan organised and went on the ‘Laying the Right Foundations’ course and is looking for unsuspecting learners to practice on.


The 100th peal on the bells was rung on Saturday August 14th and was a peal of Grandsire Triples (for details see the website)


We celebrated afterwards with Hooky from the Vicarage cellar and promised ourselves a new peal book for the next hundred. 


       Joan Warren





Mollington


We regularly ring for Sunday services and have progressed from call changes to Plain Hunting. Bob & Ted decided they needed a project to keep them out of mischief, so it was decided to try and deaden the sound of our bells by











putting in some Sound Proofing.


Over the last few months they have been busy fitting plywood and rock wall behind the louvres.


For those of you who are technically minded the North and East louvres have been completely filled in, with the South and West having doors, which can be opened and closed by a pulley in the Ringing Chamber. We think it is working as we have had several favourable comments. 


As they have enjoyed themselves so much, they decided to carry on and clean out under the bells and have now started painting the frame.


The Master won’t be very pleased as the colour is changing from “Whites Blue” to “Disney Green”


Several Quarters have been rung and we have also had two weddings.


Parking has become a problem because they are converting the barns in the farmyard to holiday homes. Please try to park elsewhere without blocking up the narrow lanes.        Diana Reeves





Steeple Aston


For most of the summer Steeple Aston church has been undergoing internal refurbishment. The work involved is completely rewiring the church and a new lighting scheme. Part of this work has involved the tower; we now have new lights and emergency lights in the ringing chamber and emergency lights on the stairs. The next stage of the work will be the complete redecoration of the church.


We have spent many evenings removing everything from the walls in the ringing chamber and then scraping off the old paint. Soon we should have the walls lime washed which we have been promised should last for 40 years. This should see most of us out. After all the work is complete we will install a new carpet. 


We have invited the Branch to a ringer's Carol Service at Steeple Aston on Saturday 4th December starting at 6pm. We hope that all towers will take part by reading a lesson or ringing handbells. Mince pies and mulled wine will be served after the service. This will the first time such an event has been held in the
































Don’t forget the website. If you want your own copy of this newsletter then download from -


� HYPERLINK "http://www.banbury-bells.org.uk" ��www.banbury-bells.org.uk�








The Branch Carol service is on Saturday December 4th at Steeple Aston. It will be conducted by Steeple Aston rector Stephen M’Caw and Abbott Conway the Branch Chairman. It is hoped that each tower will provide a reader and that those who have handbell teams will ring. Mince pies and mulled wine will be available after the service.








Things you need to know


Advance notice of the Branch Dinner – March 12th 2005. This may be a dinner with a difference.





Firsts plus Favourites requests to Christine Cox asap. Feb 5th is the date.





AGM April 16th 2005 at Deddington





Branch practices at all levels will continue. Come and support them.





Much as Barry and Jean would like to be ‘roving reporters’ they can’t get to all the Branch events. Please consider sending in an account if we are not there.




















The editors would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the newsletter either with articles or photographs. If you would like to contribute to the next edition with a puzzle, picture, wordsearch, article etc. then please send your contributions to Barry and Jean Davis at 61 Springfield Avenue, Banbury, Oxon or alternatively e-mail bjdbellringer@btinternet.com














Branch so please come and make it an enjoyable social event.


There seems to have been more quarter peals than usual rung over the last few months. These have been for a Golden Wedding in the village, the christening of Lawrence White’s grandson, for the visit of the Oxfordshire Historic Churches. There were also two quarters to remember Richard Stevens and Meg Rodrick both good friends to many of us. 


We have started 4 new recruits recently. A Canadian family who have just moved into the village, Mum and two daughters (we will soon have to watch these Canadians; they might be staging a take over)!


Our other new ringer Dorothy had just learnt to handle a bell when she decided to fall down some steps and break her arm. We hope she will make a speedy recovery and soon be back with us.			 Graham Clifton





Sandford St. Martin


The bells are rung for service on the first two Sundays of the month. After ringing at Great Tew six of the ‘First Sunday’ band move on to Sandford to ring for their morning service. On the second Sunday we ring a 





 














quarter peal for Evensong. Methods have included Grandsire, Plain Bob Doubles and Minor, Beverley and Stedman. Some of these have been first in methods or conducting but we also put a strong emphasis on good striking and have had many enjoyable quarters that have also been appreciated locally.





Tadmarton and Swalcliffe


Tadmarton continues to be a popular tower for ringers, with visitors attending Friday night practices fairly regularly.  Indeed, without them we would often struggle to raise the six needed to ring all the bells. On the first Friday of the month we transfer the practice to Swalcliffe tower which is equally as enjoyable.  Like many towers we struggle to raise a team for a Sunday so often have only four. After a recent recruitment campaign in Tadmarton and Swalcliffe one person came forward to learn and he is making tremendous progress. We need more recruits!  Please feel free to come over to Tadmarton on a Friday night.  We would be delighted to see you.


Thanks must go to Martin Saunders from Bodicote tower for continuing to support us and helping those amongst us who are so slow to learn.				          Helen Butler



































