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May 2004

Bob goes for gold - fifty years of ringing!
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It may have escaped the attention of the national press but Bob Reeves’ fifty years membership of the Oxford Guild did not pass unnoticed by the Banbury Branch. He joined in 1954 after learning to ring at Adderbury under the tutorship of H. Leslie Roper who was at that time moving the tower from call changes to methods. Although he never made the up and coming youngsters page of the comic (Ringing World), like many other Adderbury ringers of the 1950s and 60s, Bob benefited from being taken to other towers and quickly progressed.

In 1964 he married Diana whom he had met at Mollington when he was part of a small band of ringers who had helped develop a local band on the 5 bells. After their marriage they lived at Adderbury where Bob was tower captain. In the 1970s they moved to Mollington where Bob has been captain ever since.

Bob has contributed much to the Branch over the years. He has given up a great deal of time to support other towers and their ringers through practices and quarter peals. He has held the office of Branch Ringing Master or deputy on a number of occasions. When Mollington bells were recast and augmented he undertook a lot of the work in the tower himself and his engineering skills are still in demand today making rope guides etc.
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On April 24th Bob invited a band of long standing ringing friends and family to ring a celebratory quarter peal of Stedman Caters

The band was as follows:

Front row left to right: Diana Reeves, Alan Griffin, Jean Davis, Barry Davis

Back row left to right: Graham Clifton, Graham Reeves, Bob Reeves, John Lindsay, Chris Mew, Mark Sayer
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At the start of the branch AGM on April 24th Graham Clifton, as Guild Master, said that Bob had been instrumental in furthering his own ringing and he had rung more quarters and peals with Bob than he had with any other ringer. He then presented Bob with a certificate recording his 50 years membership, a quarter peal card detailing the quarter rung before the meeting and a copy of the minutes for the meeting at which he was elected. He was also made an honorary member of the Guild.

Bob is a familiar face at branch events where, ever the soul of discretion, he’s well known for his helpful remarks and comments….……. and he does enjoy his outings!!!
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Graham Clifton


Puzzle Page

Multiword

How many other words of three or more letters can you make from the word 

BELLRINGERS

You are allowed plurals but not proper names. The total to beat is 167 (but I’m still working on it!). The longest word I have found so far has nine letters. Can you find a longer one?

Word Square

Seven of these words connected with campanology must be entered correctly into the grid reading across from left to right. The eighth will then appear in the shaded diagonal squares. Which one is it?

Belfast, Chiming, Ringing, Rutland, Quarter, Sallies, Tittums, Tailend

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Caption Competition

Think of an appropriate ringing caption for this road sign
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Answers to Bellword puzzle

Ten, sally, calling, quarter, maximus, changes, dodging, Worcester, run in run out, composition.

Answers to anagrams

Cropredy, Bodicote, Duns Tew, Deddington, Tadmarton, Rousham, Great Tew, Adderbury, Banbury, North Aston, Steeple Aston, Sandford St Martin
A Second go at Firsts  (31 January to 7 February 2004)

On Sunday 1 February the sheep of Steeple Barton were given an early awakening when ringers from Great Tew and Duns Tew arrived at 8 am to ring for the early morning service. This was the start of our effort to ring all the bells in the Branch on this Sunday as part of ‘Firsts Week’. Ringing continued (including quarter peals at Sandford, Bodicote and Banbury until the last services of the day at Bloxham, Shenington and South Newington. Adderbury, who were concerned they might be low on numbers, finally had 15 ringers and the ‘all ladies’ band who rang at South Newington were applauded by the congregation! 

Last year’s ‘Firsts Day’ had been so successful, if somewhat frenetic, that we decided to follow it this year with a whole week of ringing during which we hoped to involve as many ringers throughout the Branch as possible. Personal ‘Firsts’ ranged from Simon and John, learners from Mollington, ringing for the first time at Steeple Aston, to a Quarter of Cambridge Royal at Banbury, a ‘First’ for the Wednesday night practice band as well as individual ‘Firsts’ for two of its members. Over the week we achieved fifteen quarters. Camilla and Catherine, who rang their first quarters last year, both trebled successfully to Grandsire Triples; Barclay Lawrence and Michael Sands rang their very first quarters and ‘First in Methods’ included quarters of Grandsire Triples, Lincolnshire Surprise Major, Double Norwich, Reverse Canterbury Pleasure and Mixed Doubles. Bodicote ringers achieved four ‘Firsts’ in their quarter of Norwich Surprise Minor! 

No event like this is complete without its celebrations and after a general ringing session in the late afternoon on Saturday 7 February at Great Tew we repaired to the Lampet Arms at Tadmarton, where Carol and Mike provided ringers and their families and friends with a welcome and warming supper. Steeple Aston Handbell Ringers entertained us and Abbott presented certificates of achievement all round, including one to himself! 

I’m not quite sure how we will follow this next year! 
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‘Firsts Week’ Quarter Peals.
Steeple Aston, Oxon. 31 Jan, 1260 Grandsire Triples: Catherine Cooper 1, Malcolm Journeaux 2, Dorothy Clifton 3, Joan Warren 4, Sue Burchell 5, Malcolm Hensher 6, Graham Clifton 7 (C), Nick Powell 8. 1st of Triples 1.

Rousham, Oxon. 31 Jan, 1260 Reverse Canterbury Pleasure Bob Doubles: John Lindsay 1, Chris Cox 2, Michael Haynes 3, Alan Griffin 4, Josh Eldridge 5 (c), Michael Tinsley 6. !st in m 3.

Bodicote, Oxon. 31 Jan, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles (4,6,8 cover): Michael Sands 1, Joan Warren 2, Chris Cox 3, Alison Saunders 4, Ian Rodrick 5, Veronica Warner 6, Martin Saunders 7 (C),  Martin Warner 8. 1st quarter 1, longest length rung 6,8.
Sandford St Martin, Oxon. 1 Feb, 1260 Doubles (5m): Jo Barton 1, Joan Warren 2, Lorna Smale 3, John Temple 4, John Lindsay 5(C), Roger Stranks 6. For Morning Service.

Bodicote, Oxon. 1 Feb, 1260 Plain Bob Triples: Martin Saunders 1, Alison Saunders 2, Chris Cox 3, Ian Chapple 4, Ian Rodrick 5, Phil Curtis 6, Alan Griffin 7 (C), Julie Hart 8. For Evensong. 1st in m 2, 1st cover 8.

Banbury, Oxon. 1 Feb, 1260 Doubles (3 m): Keith Abbott 1, Katie Eldridge 2, Jean Davis 3, Dave Bennett 4, Josh Eldridge 5 (C), David Weatherall 6. Rung on the back 6 for Evensong.

Great Tew, Oxon. 2 Feb, 1260 Grandsire Triples: Sarah Conway 1, Joan Warren 2, Abbott Conway 3, John Lindsay 4, Sue Burchell 5, Joe Burchell 6, Graham Clifton 7 (C), Roger Stranks 8. 1st in m 3.

Steeple Aston, Oxon. 3 Feb, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Barclay Lawrence1, Dorothy Clifton 2, Vicky Clifton 3, Malcolm Journeaux 4, Graham Clifton 5 (C), Nick Powell 6. 1st quarter 1.

Tadmarton, Oxon. 4 Feb, 1320 Norwich Surprise Minor: Alan Griffin 1, Alison Varney 2, Martin Saunders 3, Chris Cox 4, Ian Rodrick 5, Graham Clifton 6 (C). 1st in m 2,3,4,5.

Great Tew, Oxon. 5 Feb, 1250 Lincolnshire Surprise Major: Graham Reeves 1, Joan Warren 2, Keith Abbott 3, John Temple 4, John Lindsay 5, Robert Reeves 6, Alan Griffin 7, Josh Eldridge 8 (C). 1st in m 2.

Banbury, Oxon. 7 Feb, 1282 Cambridge Surprise Royal: Barry Davis 1, Robert Reeves 2, Dave Bennett 3, John Lindsay 4, Keith Abbott 5, Diana Reeves 6, John Temple 7, Alan Griffin 8, Graham Clifton 9, Josh Eldridge 10 (C). 1st of Cambridge Royal 5 & 7.

Adderbury, Oxon. 7 Feb, 1280 Double Norwich Court Bob Major: Malcolm Journeaux 1, Chris Cox 2, Diana Reeves 3, Barry Davis 4, John Lindsay 5, Robert Reeves 6, Josh Eldridge 7, Graham Clifton 8 (C). 1st in m 2 & 7.

Steeple Aston, Oxon. 7 Feb, 1260 Grandsire Triples: Camilla Durnin 1, Malcolm Journeaux 2, Dorothy Clifton 3, Martin Saunders 4, Malcolm Hensher 5, Michael Haynes 6, Graham Clifton 7 (C), Lawrence White 8. First of Triples 1.

Mollington, Oxon. 7 Feb, 1260 Doubles (8 m): Diana Reeves 1, Chris Cox 2, Barry Davis 3, Josh Eldridge 4, Robert Reeves 5 (C), Mary Chandler 6. Most m 2, 1st cover 6. 

Wigginton, Oxon. 7 Feb, 1260 Doubles (2m): Abbott Conway 1, Sue Burchell 2, Sarah Conway 3, Joan Warren 4, John Lindsay 5 (C), Alison Saunders 6. 1st multi-method inside 3.

Mini-Minorz Outing January 3rd 2004.

Through the cooler weather and after the festive season Mini-Minorz and Co. started the New Year off with a relaxing yet satisfying day trip to Oxford on January 3rd 2004. To maintain the wintery feel, we all enjoyed a good session of ice- skating in the morning, and though not everyone’s best sport, we still enjoyed the time. After an appreciated lunch, where we dined on Italian cuisine, we ventured out to the first tower – Lincoln College: a steady ring of eight that set the afternoon off in good spirits. We were able to warm up and refresh our ringing techniques on this more familiar size of peal before heading out to St Mary Magdalen: a lovely peal of ten. For those who had not attempted ringing methods such as Grandsire Caters, plain hunt on nine, or even simply rounds and call changes on nine, it certainly gave us all a taste of something new! Our next and final tower of the outing was St Thomas (and this time they let us in!) This being the second out of the two peals of ten bells, the first time Caters ringers were able to practise the new method with a little more confidence and experience. All the new mannerisms a ringer should adopt when ringing on ten bells, are quite unique to those for eight or even six bells. So the chance to ring them was very useful and greatly appreciated.

Ringing is a constant learning experience, enjoyed by many. On this outing we experienced something new, and are looking forward to the next excursion!



The Mini- minorz at Oxford Ice Rink

A not so mini-minor at Tadmarton, having just enjoyed his ‘firsts dinner’ 

A taste of Canada at the Branch Dinner


This years Dinner was held on March 13th at the New Inn, 

Wroxton Heath on a cold blustery night.

However this was nothing compared with the weather described by our Chairman Abbott Conway who was also the speaker for the evening.

He presented a vivid picture of his childhood in Canada and illustrated his talk with some fine examples of snow-shoes!

Fortunately none were needed for the journey home. The food was excellent, the company convivial and there was the usual good humoured heckling when the raffle was drawn and the prizes distributed Thanks and congratulations were given to Lindsay Smith for organising a very enjoyable occasion.


[image: image3.jpg]



Roger Stranks, who with some other branch members went on a tour in the Liverpool area last May, has sent us this photo of our ‘official photographer’ at work in Liverpool Cathedral ringing chamber. Maybe we should create a new branch officer ‘ring master’?



Notable quotes!
When I say go we’re still going to ring at the same speed. Some bells will be quick and some slower but it will still be the same speed!!

Bob’ll call us a bob course of Bob Royal.

When you’re following a bell and he calls someone to follow the bell you follow the other one – if you see what I mean!!

Find your way round ringing
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Wrong

  Middle

Home

Child Protection.

The Guild officers recently held a meeting with Stephen Barber (Diocesan Child Officer) to agree a working solution to how we make the new recommendations work. 

His advice, which will eventually be sent to all PCC, will be that:-

Each tower should have a minimum of two people cleared at Enhanced Level by the Criminal Records Bureau. This ideally should be the Tower Capt. and anyone else involved in training. Once cleared you should be able to transfer this to other churches in the Diocese, but you should let that PCC know you have clearance.

Anyone cleared to work with young people for their job i.e. teacher, nurse etc. can use that for ringing but should also clear it with their PCC who should keep a log of it.

Please talk to your Incumbents as they will have the details, eventually.

Graham Clifton. Guild Master.


Adderbury


We frequently ring eight bells on a Sunday and have very few Sundays when we cannot ring six. A new ringer, Pauline Leathers is coming along well and following in the footsteps of Marianna who learned last year and is now a useful band member on Sundays and for weddings.


We plan to ring more Quarters but, as ever, it’s a question of getting the right people together on the same day to form the required band for the method!


The Cambridge Minor course was attended by three of our members. We now ring Cambridge on a regular basis. Many thanks to Josh and the other helpers, it was much appreciated. On now to our first Cambridge Quarter for many years!


Our social life continues; by the time this hits the press we shall have indulged in another French Evening, Sometimes I wish our ringing was as good as our cooking!!!


Trevor Trivett





Banbury


At present ringing at Banbury seems to go from one extreme to the other. Sunday ringing is predominantly doubles while Wednesday night ranges from call changes to Surprise Royal.


Sadly there were no Christmas bells in 2003 but we did manage to welcome in 2004, both at midnight and New Year’s Day itself. We rang for firsts week and for the 10th Anniversary of the ordination of women. This was a tribute to Janet our vicar; she has been very supportive and hosted our tower AGM at the vicarage in February.


A visiting band from Moulton came in April and the South Northants Society rang a peal in March.


We said goodbye to our second German learner, Ursula, at the end of the spring term and Thomas has given up in favour of





other pursuits. So here we are back to square one. 					Jean Davis





Bloxham


We now have a lot of learners who are making encouraging progress. Liz Ford is now ringing inside to plain courses of bob doubles, and her son Kieran is hunting the treble, as is his friend Tom Laight. Tom's brother Jack is now reliably ringing the treble to call-changes, and has started on the treble to Bastow. Alex Berry is ringing call-changes competently and has started plain hunting the treble.


 We get plenty of visitors both to the practices and on Sundays. I am grateful to Martin Saunders who regularly helps at the practices, and to Rosemary Hemmings, and Martin and Veronica Warner who regularly help on Sundays, and at the practices. At the practice last Friday we had a total of 17 ringers! We even managed a course of Cambridge Minor on the back six.				Alan Griffin





Bodicote


I am encouraged by the current state of the ringing at Bodicote, we have an increasing membership and most importantly a happy band. Sunday mornings are now much improved in attendance and I look forward to ringing more methods rather than just rounds and called changes.


‘Firsts week’ was a great success and gave us all something to aim for and indeed many achieved some notable ‘firsts’.  I hope this event will continue in the future.


We welcome the Matthews family who have recently settled in the village, we gain a new ringer and two learners which is every tower captain’s dream. I am sure that they


will be ringing at towers around the branch in due course.























Alan Griffin continues to help our practises and it means that we are able to ring more advanced methods. This is much appreciated by all.  


Practises are well attended and include many visitors from neighbouring towers especially the ladies from Tadmarton who have been so helpful this last year with weddings and other ringing occasions.


We all miss Meg Rodrick in the tower and we wish her a speedy recovery. 


Martin Saunders





Duns Tew


We have eleven guild members in this tower but still find difficulty in getting together a band for practice. However, we do manage to ring for most services. Two new learners Maria and Alex attended the learners practice at Tadmarton and are even more enthusiastic.


Roger Stranks





Great Tew


Whenever the time comes to write a tower report I always wonder what I will have to write about but I am usually pleasantly surprised when I look back over the previous six months and see what we have done.


The Tew practice night ringers are a regular band and we now also have an enthusiastic new recruit, Charlotte, who is getting on very well. We are currently extending our doubles and minor repertoire, although the places and dodging variations do tend to catch us out a bit!  Individual progress has been marked by quarters: Sarah has rung inside to quarters of Plain Bob and Grandsire Doubles, Abbott has rung a quarter of Grandsire Triples and Joan one of Lincolnshire Surprise Major. Some of these were rung as part of ‘Firsts Week.’ I think the greatest achievement however for us that week was to ring at Steeple Barton at 8 am! 


Peals and quarters have been rung for various occasions: the ‘Trenches’ quarter peal of Grandsire Triples was rung on Armistice Day with the children in the school marking two minutes silence in the playground before we started. We also noted the end of the school 








Christmas term with a quarter. We are trying to give our ringing a higher local profile and in particular within the school. As seems to have become a custom at Tew, a date touch of 2004 changes of Spliced Plain Major was rung on 20th April. On February 28th (a very cold day!) we rang a peal of Grandsire Triples to celebrate Roger’s mother’s 100th birthday! You may rightly have a sense of déjà vu here as we also rang a peal in February 2001 for his father’s 100th! Sarah rang the treble very competently – her first peal! This brings our peal total to 99: the 100th is scheduled for June to celebrate Nicholas Johnston’s wedding.


Thinking of weddings reminds me of one we rang for in December. It was very large and grand with a guest list of hundreds. The service was late in the afternoon, the church was a mass of flowers, lit only by candles and fairy lights. The church was packed and when the lights went down as the bride entered, the guests crowding in the ringing chamber realised they were unable to see their order of services! Quick as a flash, out came the ringers’ torches; it did make me smile!       Joan Warren





Mollington


We now ring all six bells for morning services and we still try to have a practice at least once a month. This is mainly due to Ted, Simon and John turning up regularly.


We also have two new recruits, Tony Best who was taught to ring at North Aston many years ago by Ron Knight and Alison Lloyd who saw the advertisements for “Firsts Week”. Tony is already plain hunting and Alison can ring rounds.


Just before Christmas last year we had a very  exciting practice. The Banbury Ringers were due to ring at Mollington when we had a power cut. It was too late to telephone everybody, so in true Mollington Style, the show had to go on. Out came the candles, hurricane lamps and of course all the stories of ‘The Olden Days’. 


When it comes to Social Events everyone likes to take part so we were well represented at both The Lampet Arms and The New Inn. Our bells are popular with visitors and over Easter we had some from Moulton and Yelvertoft.


Diana Reeves 
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Things you need to know if you missed the meeting





A new format has been proposed for the half yearly meeting which would include ringing, a short meeting and a social evening


Christine Cox was re-elected ringing master with Bob Reeves as deputy


Barry Davis takes over as web master from Rose Todd


Martin Saunders replaces Roger Stranks on the social committee


All other officers remain the same


Certificates were handed to new members


Diana Gardner reported a healthy state to the branch finances


A programme of the next year’s events is being prepared and you will get your new card soon.

















The editors would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the newsletter either with articles or photographs. If you would like to contribute to the next edition with a puzzle, picture, wordsearch, article etc. then please send your contributions to Barry and Jean Davis at 61 Springfield Avenue, Banbury, Oxon or alternatively e-mail bjdbellringer@btinternet.com








No prizes for guessing which tower this came from 





Do you want to help the Parish?


Do you want to help the Church?


Then come and join the ringers.


Don't leave us in the lurch.�Don't you want to have big muscles?


Big muscles in your arm?�If you follow our instructions�You won't come to any harm.�Do you like the bells on Sunday,


To hear their friendly "ding"?�If we don't get more ringers�You'll never hear them ring.�If you haven't got a hobby,�Stop looking so forlorn.�Just join the band of ringers�On Friday night or Sunday morn.


If you want to show your family�That you can really shine.�Then telephone our captain - 720359





Steeple Aston


I did not think we had done much lately but this biannual invitation to report on our activities has jogged the memory; we have been busy and expect to stay that way!   Last autumn we (I) wrote a brilliant advertisement for new ringers and inserted it in the village newsletter.   It did not attract one recruit!   Any successful blueprints available?   Fortunately we have not lost a ringer either.   Our learners make progress when they can fit it ringing between academic and sporting commitments.   Barclay, Catherine and Camilla made use of the Firsts week to achieve a first quarter and firsts to triples.   As usual we stopped church bell practice for two weeks before Christmas to go hand bell ringing around the village.   This year we collected for the restoration of the village war memorial.   It was a popular cause and we had a warm reception and a record collection (over £800).   Early December Graham as GM went to a ringers Carol Service in the Reading Branch, I, as Mistress of the GM went too.   We both enjoyed it so much we have persuaded Steeple Aston to invite you all to a similar do here next December.   No doubt the Social Committee will soon tell us the date.   I think it was Malcolm’s idea we, the ringers, should do mulled wine and mince pies for the congregation at the village Carol service.   It won us a lot of Brownie points but still no recruits.    Into the New Year, (many of us sup together as the old year passes and we ring in the new in time honoured tradition) it is also time for the Tower AGM.   No surprises in who got elected to do what.   Easter came and once again we used the cessation of bell ringing to make a communal effort to spring clean the tower and bells.   As the Rector also thinks this is an appropriate time for a service we start at 6.30, finish by 7.45 and repaired to Sturdy's Castle for a baked potato meal and a good chatter. Somehow we fitted in a tower skittles evening and meal at Tackley.   This is the second such event and was very well supported by ringers and relatives.   We have


also taken part in the village quiz (two ringer’s























teams) and Charlotte’s Quiz.   In case any of you haven’t heard, our sometime young ringer, Charlotte Powell is off to Mongolia next year to help and to learn and is raising money to pay for it all.   Not only will she benefit but the idea is to improve the lot of children out there.   Her quiz was combined with a 3 course meal, all for £10.   If any other ringers think this sounds like good fun and good value as well as a good cause – let us know and we will invite you to the next quiz planned for the autumn.


Our ringing chamber is due to be redecorated this summer as part of the church refurbishments. Three ringers serve on the PCC and this is our reward for their diligence.


 Dorothy Clifton.





Tadmarton and Swalcliffe


We have been ringing now for about seven years with few changes and very complacent we have become. So much so that, when it came to ringing during the Christmas and New Year celebrations, our numbers were so depleted by sickness and family commitments we were unable to ring at the New Year! It was time for action! An advertisement was placed in the local magazine and one brave soul came forward to learn. We are amazed at his progress, mainly because we were all so slow. David was ringing on his own after only two lessons. Obviously it is the quality of the tutors, Martin Saunders from Bodicote and Stuart Cummings from Brailes! He will clearly be an asset to our team.


We are very lucky to have so many ‘visiting’ ringers from around us. People often ‘pop in’ from Hook Norton, Bloxham, Bodicote, Brailes and Mollington to help out on our practice night (Friday). Our progress is slow, but sure. During the last few weeks we have also had visiting ringers from other towers, together with the mini-minorz during the Easter holidays and the learners on April 24th. It is a pleasure to know our bells are being put to such good use.


Lindsay Smith


All the rest


While it is good to read the news from so many towers, some are still conspicuous by their absence. We know you are out there AND RINGING so lets hear about it	  A N Other
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