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June 2006
“The Ding Dong Bells of May
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Lichfield came to Cropredy on Sunday May 7th. The villagers held a Mayfest to raise money for the bell restoration and augmentation and equipment for the school foundation unit.
The Old Canal Wharf meadow was the setting for the afternoon of canal side activities in the sun. 
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Among the attractions was the Lichfield Diocesan Guild Mobile Belfry. Branch members were there to demonstrate and share their skills with the many non-ringers of all ages who ‘had a go.’ Several visiting ringers also arrived to try out both the mini ring and the church bells.

Graham and Dorothy Clifton set up a display of bell artefacts and photographs and mugs with bell motifs made by a local potter were also on sale.
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A quarter of 1260 Grandsire Doubles was rung to celebrate the occasion the band being:  Alan Griffin 1, Barry Davis 2, Robert Reeves 3, Jean Davis 4, Graham Clifton (conductor) 5, Dave Bennett 6.
Between £2,600 and £2,800 was raised for the two funds
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Testing Tuck at Tadmarton

A very successful Branch Quiz night was held at Tadmarton village hall on January 21st. About 40 people took part in seven teams with Steeple Aston coming out the winners. The evening's proceedings were kept in order by quiz masters Ian Rodrick and Lindsey Smith. The guess the weight of the cake competition was won by Jeff from Tadmarton and the money raised totalled just over £90. The food was of the usual high standard we have come to expect at Branch events thanks to Vicky and co. The 'interesting things' on show included a fisherman's lure and a toasting fork. The questions kept us guessing, the answers made us groan and Lindsey's leaves defeated us!!
Bread, butter and a bit more in Bromham
Twenty eight ringers and friends kept out the cold on February 4th by ringing on an outing to the Bedford area arranged by Roger Stranks.

Once the first tower, Kempston, had been located the day went swingingly. The 6 at Elstow were followed by Cardington (8). After lunch we went walk about in Bedford itself to sample St. Peter de Merton (8), St. Andrew (8) and St. Pauls (12). Leaving Bunyan (Bunion?) country we ended the day with an excellent meal at the Swan in Bromham.
Ample eats at Adderbury
The Branch Dinner was held at the Red Lion Adderbury on March 11th and attended by 49 people. The guests were Steve Coleman (of ringing books fame) and his wife Sue. He entertained us with a witty speech about being nice to people in the belfry and everyone’s ability to call a method. Since then never a cross word has been heard in the local towers and we’ve all become budding conductors!?! The raffle raised nearly £90 of which £20 was promised in sponsorship to Catherine Stanworth’s cancer charity run and the remainder was donated to Cropredy’s restoration fund. Jean and Barry took home the first prize of fruit – enough for healthy eating for a month!
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Clues

Number one bells


Round and made of wood



Caught for comfort



Telephone or conducting



A bit of a peal



Hear the clock do this



1234, 2143, 2413…….



A major number



For four



Method goes underground



Bell pivot

Fit the answers to the clues horizontally

What is the central eleven letter vertical word?
Answers to previous puzzles
Word Play 2
band, team, stand, peal, lead, blow, in   in, down, out, belfry
Number puzzle
cinques, minimus, major, minor,


Horizontal
caters, singles, royal, triples, doubles, maximus, treble

Vertical
quarter peal
What am I?
My first is in rope, but never in chime,

My second’s in stairs, and also in climb.

My next is in Stedman, but not seen in spire,

My fourth’s twice in grabbing, as well as in higher.
My fifth is in method, but not there in sounds,

My last is in belfry, and starts off in rounds.

My whole is a person, who may in tower linger.

The answer you’ll know, has got to be…….………..?

Congratulations and Celebrations !


At the AGM Roger Stranks from Duns Tew was presented with a certificate to mark his 50 years membership of the Guild.

The Queen has caught up with the Branch and celebrated her 80th birthday (twice!) this year. Quarter peals were rung at Banbury and Great Tew and the bells rung at Adderbury, Cropredy, Deddington, Duns Tew, Mollington, Rousham, Tadmarton and Wardington to mark the occasion on Friday April 21st. Bodicote rang on April 19th
This year the Oxford Guild became somewhat older and a peal was rung at Banbury on January 14th to mark the 125th Anniversary.

A peal board has been erected in Banbury ringing chamber along with one to commemorate the Branch 80th Anniversary last year.


Graham and Dorothy Clifton have become grandparents for the second time.
Banbury’s 8.45am start has proved too daunting for all the learners we have taught in recent years but it seems that past Banburians were early risers. I quote from a poem by William Braithwaite, written in 1908. He came to work in Gillett’s bank in 1896 and lived in Dashwood Road from where he could hear ’Banbury Bells’
Banbury Bells

Dear to me are the Banbury Bells,

Ringing out on the trembling air,
Monotone curfew-toll that tells”
Eight at night, out with fire and care.

“Dearer still through the summer fair,
Bird’s a-lilt upon every thorn,
Call the chimes, “For the day prepare;
Six o'clock of an August -morn."
	
Matters arising

AGM  meeting and Tower Reps meeting
· The learner and surprise practices are successful
· General practices need a rethink

· Wedding and  funeral fees across the branch and PCC involvement were analysed

· Each church currently sets its own fees and there is a wide variation

· The focus for this year should be on improving striking
Dates

2006
· June 29th Striking Competition at Rousham

· July 8th Guild Festival at Oxford

· July 22nd Steam train outing  Watercress Line

· August 19th Conducting course 

· September 28th Tower Reps meeting Elephant and castle Bloxham

· October 12th Leading up and down practice Rousham

· October 21st half yearly meeting Bloxham

· November 4th Steeple Aston course

· November 25th Guild 10 bell striking competition  Banbury

· December  Carol service tba





Adderbury�St. Mary's Adderbury has been running a fund raising extravaganza over the last year with the objective of raising £0.25 Million for roof and fabric repairs. It has run under the name of SMART (St. Mary's Adderbury Rescue Team) with all participants of course known as Smarties! Starting with the issue of tubes of Smartie sweets for the children to fill with 20p coins (raising over £4000) it included all sorts of events, concerts, plays, village picnics, dinners, lunches and teas! Assisted by several Grants, not the least being £97,000 from English Heritage, the target was reached in just the year. A magnificent result with three bellringers on the organising committee, so we think we made our mark!


The Adderbury Tower ringers played their part with handbell ringing, sandwich selling at a Morris Dancing Day, fundraising dinners and with several other events. Of particular note was the Village Cook Book prepared and organised by our newest recruit, Sandra Fearne, which made over £1,800 profit.


The fund raising year was officially brought to a close on the morning of January 26th at an event in church. This was preceded by bellringing. This was a combined celebration of a successful SMART year and the celebration of the 125 Guild Anniversary with Plain Bob Triples being the method of choice (I would like to say that we rang a Quarter, but we didn't make it!).


Now its back to normal in the village, other than getting the church work carried out of course! 			      Trevor Trivett





Banbury


Banbury church has been the scene of more repair work in recent weeks. The two ‘spidermen’ have now completed the installation of new lead flashing round the top of the portico dome to hopefully make the fabric of 





the building water tight again. Meanwhile spring cleaning has been put on hold and the cobwebs have accumulated indoors as we wait for the dust to settle.


We held our AGM in March and came away with a long ‘to do’ list – all in good time!


We also entered the church quiz which was won by the clergy team (a little divine intervention there?). In February we rang for our first wedding of 2006.


We are just managing to ring for service on at least two Sundays a month with the occasional surprise visitor arriving to join us. 


Jean Davis





Bloxham


There's not much to report from Bloxham. We are very low in numbers, although we usually manage to ring five bells on Sundays. We are�not having any practices at the moment.�Two people have asked to learn, but we haven't


yet managed to arrange any lessons, as either they can't come, or I'm away! Also a family�with three children and a mum who can already handle a bell have asked to start when I get back from France, so I live in hope of a revival!. 


Alan Griffin   





Great Tew


We are a small band at Great Tew at present but nevertheless we hold regular weekly practices, ring for Sunday service and even clock up the odd quarter!  We are joined at our Monday night practices by Roger, Heather and Sonia from Duns Tew; we are extending our range of Doubles methods and are now happily starting to mix some of the St Simons group together. It is good to see the progress both Heather and Sonia are making. 


Numbers are variable on a Sunday and it is a bonus when Sarah is home from University and able to join us. Abbott’s ringing time is somewhat limited because of other duties but























we do ring fairly respectable Minimus if necessary! We are very grateful to friends who join us regularly on the first Sunday of the month ensuring that we ring all eight bells for service.


The Monday night practice band rang a quarter of doubles to celebrate the 125th Anniversary of the Guild and another, this time on eight with two fixed trebles, to celebrate the Queen’s 80th birthday in April. 


In January, Kay Gaffney, who was the former head of Great Tew School, sadly died and as well as ringing for her funeral, there was a quarter of Grandsire Triples rung as a tribute to her by friends, colleagues and several of the band who rang in a quarter on her last day at school before she retired. She had greatly appreciated her retirement quarter, writing to say that it had been a magical moment sitting in the play ground listening to the bells ringing for her.   				         Joan Warren





Mollington


Thanks to all the hard work put in by Ted & Bob we now have a fully decorated tower. Not a creepy crawly in sight!


 However, there was nearly a medical emergency on one occasion when they decided to replace the rope on the Spider. To seal the ends they had a naked flame which made the cord set alight. Apparently when Ted blew on it to put it out, a blob of nylon landed on Bob’s throat burning it and singeing his jumper. Expect a few chosen words were then said!!


Apart from this, we have had a few practices, one wedding, and a couple of Quarters.


We also rang for the Queen’s birthday, but even this didn’t go smoothly. At lunchtime on the day we were down to four ringers, however after frantic phone calls and bribing Ben (Ann’s husband) out of retirement, we eventually  up with enough to ring touches of Plain Bob and Grandsire. 		                   Diana Reeves





Sandford


Sandford St Martin has made it into the leading quarter peal towers of the Guild Report with eleven quarters rung in 2005! 


				      Joan Warren








Steeple Aston 


As advised in the last news letter, the handbell ringers appeared alongside Roy and Hailey at the switching on of Banbury lights.   The loud speaker system did not do our players justice, but a good time was had by all.  A few days later they took part in the branch Carol Service at Bodicote. Several of our non ‘handbelling’ ringers also attended  and enjoyed the occasion.  Then mid December we started our perambulation around the villages of Steeple and Middle Aston attempting to play a carol or two outside every house in the parish.  


People gave evermore generously and we collected £983,51, plus being given a cheque for £100 to forward to our chosen charity, Oxfam.


The new year saw a return to regular Tuesday night practices attended by more visitors than locals, but enough locals crawl out of bed on a Sunday morning for us to ring at least every Sunday when there is a service.   We currently have 12 adult members, one school age ringer and two young learners who have just reached the ‘handling a bell independently’ stage.


In February we had our AGM at the rectory, Rector Stephen M’Caw taking the chair.  It was agreed that from next new year we would increase the fee for wedding and funeral bells to £100 (but the Rector agrees not to promote the idea of funeral bells as it can be difficult to find ringers)   Just about every adult ringer has been cleared under the Child Protection regulations.  That is not to suggest the others are of dubious character, but we have enough!!


Holy week we again marked by having a Skittles evening at Tackley.  Not the most holy thing we could do but very popular.   The Tackley ringers got to hear about it and have asked to join in next year, so we will have an inter-benefice match.


Tower members continue to be active in Branch affairs and in the church. The churchyard working party is one such example.   If it seems to take a long time for our ringers to get from the tower to the pub it is because every week there are ‘matters to sort out’.


		       		   Dorothy Clifton























Don’t forget the website. If you want your own copy of this newsletter then download from -


� HYPERLINK "http://www.banbury-bells.org.uk" ��www.banbury-bells.org.uk�

















The editors would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the newsletter either with articles or photographs. If you would like to contribute to the next edition with a puzzle, picture, wordsearch, article etc. then please send your contributions to Barry and Jean Davis at 61 Springfield Avenue, Banbury, Oxon or alternatively e-mail bjdbellringer@btinternet.com
































