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Banbury

At last the shrouding of nets and scaffolding have been removed and we can enter the church through the recently revealed ‘restored west end’ of the church. We have had problems with vandals while the scaffolding was in place and two ringing chamber windows were broken. We are still picking up the glass (Jean is – ed.) and waiting for the more badly damaged window to be replaced. The stone louvres look somewhat better but it is the interior of the church that has been more noticeably renovated. We await the return of the site manager to remove the protective boarding over the bell frame. This will allow us to clear up some of the mess in the belfry before Whites come to undertake the installation of new bearings in the Autumn. The ringing chamber will then need a wash and brush up.

Sunday ringing continues to be as and when we can collect at least five ringers together. Josh and Katie were married on May 11th and a celebration quarter was rung.


Jean Davis

 Steeple Aston Tower

You could hardly fail to have noticed the Steeple Aston ringers featuring on page 3 of The Door. If by chance you did miss it, it was reported that we were ringing our bells half muffled within half an hour of the announcement of the Queen Mother’s death. Fortunately a ringer’s daughter was watching T.V. at the time, Graham was around and able to go straight up to the tower to fit the muffs, and by 6.30 eight ringers were ready at the ropes, (including Mick from Kidlington!)  Meanwhile Lawrence had climbed to the roof for the second time that evening to bring the Easter flag down to half mast.  We also rang a half muffled quarter peal on the evening of the funeral.

We are very proud that Graham has been asked to be



the Guild Ringing Master, congratulations Graham!

We are pleased that two young ladies, Catherine Cooper and Camilla Durnin (both 11) and two brothers, James and Daniel Munson (13 and 10) are making excellent progress in bell handling. Dorothy and Diana did some hasty baking on the morning of the 8 bell striking competition. Being a chilly day the competitors were ready for a hot drink and a bite to eat and we raised £14.50 for the church restoration appeal.    The ringers are also enlisted to help Dorothy with her “Lace Day” to be held at the church on 8th June. Hope to see some of you there! 

Sally Gardner 

Great Tew Tower Report – April 2002

I am writing this somewhat belatedly, having put it off for several weeks trying to think of something new or different to say. However, today, April 28, we are feeling very pleased with ourselves at Tew as our local band rang a quarter of Grandsire Doubles with 7,6,8 cover at 9 o’clock this morning for John Mitchinson son’s christening. (The party afterwards was quite good as well!)

We have marked several occasions and dates with ringing over the past six months. We have rung two date touches: one of 2001 changes of Grandsire Triples on 02.12.2001 and one of 2002 changes, also of Grandsire Triples, on 20.02 2002 starting at 20.02: palindromic right down to the time!  I understand it’s Stedman next year!

We rang a quarter for the Carol Service and one half-muffled for the death of the Queen Mother. And, of course we rang in the New Year in our usual style.


       


 Joan Warren 




Bloxham

We are still making slow progress, with some new learners just about able to ring rounds by themselves. My latest learner is 76 years old! I decided it was no use teaching him once a week, so I gave him an hour's lesson every other day for four weeks! He can now, (after 8 weeks), ring a bell by himself, set it at handstroke and backstroke most times, and can just about ring rounds unaided, which I think is pretty good going. I told him it normally takes people three months to be able to ring rounds unaided, so he seems to be on course for this. He also seems to be thoroughly enjoying his new hobby.

We rang a quarter peal of Bob Doubles on the front six on Sunday 28th April to celebrate Frank Newby's 80th birthday on the following day.

Christine Ryan came over from Newton Longville to join us. The band was:

1
Mary Chandler         4 Christine Ryan
2
Frank Newby           5 Alan Griffin (C)
3
Michael Haynes       6 Roger Stranks

Alan Griffin




Ringing for the Queen Mother

Adderbury 
Tolled the tenor on the day of her death and rang half muffled for the week.

Banbury
Rang a quarter peal of 1260 Grandsire Triples half muffled on Tuesday 9th April. 

1.Graham Reeves, 2. Jean Davis, 3. Diana Reeves, 4. Bob Reeves, 5. Richard Bentley, 6. Alan Griffin, 7. Josh Eldridge (C), 8. David Wetherall.
Bloxham
Rang a quarter peal of 1260 Plain Bob Triples on Monday April 8th.

1. Diana Reeves, 2. Alison Varney, 3. Michael Haynes, 4. Martin Saunders, 5. Keith Abbott, 6. Bob Reeves, 7. Alan Griffin (C) 8. Claude Hemmings.




Cropredy
Rang a quarter peal of 1260 Doubles (four methods) half muffled on Tuesday April 9th.


1. Philip Ledger, 2. John Beer, 3. Andries Bosland 4, John Temple, 5. Keith Abbott, 6. Les Underdown

Great Tew
Rang a quarter peal of 1260 Grandsire Triples half muffled on Monday April 1st.

1. Joe Burchell, 2. Joan Warren, 3. Mary Rose Goodwin, 4. Jo Barton, 5. John Temple, 6. Sue Burchell, 7. John Lindsay (C), 8. Roger Stranks 

Mollington
Bob Reeves rang ‘The Nine Taylors’ on the evening of her death.

A quarter peal of 1260 Grandsire Doubles was rung half muffled on Friday April 5th 

1. Janice Meacham, 2.Graham Reeves, 3. Robert Reeves, 4. Keith Abbott, 5. Diana Reeves (C), 6. Edward Stear

Steeple Aston
Rang all eight bells half muffled within half an hour of the Queen Mothers death being announced. They also rang a quarter peal of 1260 Grandsire Triples half muffled on Tuesday April 9th.

1. Vicky Clifton, 2. Joan Warren, 3. Dorothy Clifton, 4. Diana Gardner, 5. Mary Rose Goodwin, 6. Mick Journeaux, 7. Graham Clifton(C), 8. Malcolm Hensher

Other quarters



Dear Fellow Ringers,

First of all, I’m sure you are all eager to hear news of the dear Doubles family. We had a wonderful celebration peal for the triplets earlier in the year. We rang Junction 31 Surprise Major which was a bit puzzling until Beverley confided in me that this was where the triplets were conceived. Sir Grand conducted, and although I am somewhat biased, he did it in style. It was his 1000th peal, his 600th as conductor, his 200th with me and his 10th in the method. He also completed his 5th circle of the tower anti-clockwise and 3rd in his present peal pants! They were a delightful band to ring with and I, at last, met April Day, that lovely lady with the peal dilemma – obviously a problem no longer! She says she feels her ringing must have improved recently as she is now being asked to ring in so many peals! Beverley’s mother, Isabel Caters, laid on a magnificent Ringers Tea: it was a veritable feast; all the sandwiches were neatly quartered, we had Banbury cakes, jammy dodgers, brandy snaps, queen cakes topped with candied peal to mention just a few delights and Isabel had also mixed jugfuls of a rather alcoholic St Clements concoction with which to toast the little Doubles. (I must remember to get the recipe from her.) The children, in their turn, Little Bob, Sally and the three boys showed how skilled they are becoming on their bells while their parents looked proudly on. Bob is enthusiastically talking about converting their garage for a mini-ring for the children and he is currently looking to buy one. Anyone got a spare hanging in their bedroom?

Being an Agony Aunt can be a difficult role at times, as I found out with Francis and Florence Delight: one gives the best advice one can but sometimes it goes horribly wrong, like trying to ring with your eyes closed. In my last letter I suggested to dear Flo that perhaps she should join her husband ringing. Well, she did, and alas for Francis, very quickly discovered that eighth place and six bells do not go together! Oh dear me! I understand that Francis is now ringing elsewhere as he is all too aware of Flo’s Judo skills but the up-side of all this is that Flo has really taken to 

ringing big-time and is soon to ring her first quarter of mixed doubles.

Enjoy!

Belle

And now to some of your letters!

Dear Belle,

I was recently walking along the canal side near Lower Heyton one Wednesday afternoon when I heard some rather odd ringing. At first I thought it was just Bob Doubles but then it became strangely repetitive. I puzzled over this for a while and decided to take a detour round by the church to try to find out what it was all about. Imagine my amazement, when on coming into Church Lane, I was confronted by a rather raucous group exiting the church with what seemed to be glasses of bubbly in their hands; one person almost had to be helped into a car!

Whatever is happening to ringing today?

Yours despairingly, Whittington Dogge-Legge

Dear Whittington,

I have heard stories like this before and thought at first they were just imaginary, however there have now been too many instances for this to be the case. I have made some discreet enquiries and it seems that what you came across were the self-styled Cherwell Crinklies, a disparate group of ringers who claim to be free on Wednesday afternoons. Free to do what you may well ask, but on checking in the Ringing World I did spot a quarter around the time you mention for a 50th birthday for someone who I believe is one of their younger members; there may be a link here. As for the ringing, I mentioned this to Sir Grand, who mused and claimed he had once heard a discussion in the pub that was something to do with ‘Repeat.’ He promised he would try to find out more.                

Yours, Belle
Dear Belle,

I am a fairly inexperienced ringer but am gradually building up confidence in what I can do. However my confidence has recently received several heavy blows and I am left confused and bewildered. It happens like this; I am happily ringing along knowing exactly where I am, what place bell I am and what I am going to do next, when suddenly, I am glared at and the person next to me attempts to put me right! It completely knocks me off my perch and at this point I go totally wrong and I then feel responsible when the inevitable ‘Stand’ is called. But it wasn’t my fault!

Yours indignantly, Primrose Childwall

My dear, dear Primrose,

How I sympathise with you; this used to happen to me a lot in the past, but no longer….. What you are victim to is the advanced art of Bellmanship. The perpetrator is usually an experienced ringer who has perfected the art of deflecting blame when he himself makes a mistake. His face never flickers as he rings, he never gives any evidence of being put off his stroke or of being at all perturbed or uncomfortable and when he sees the edge of the black hole looming, his final ploy is to put the person next to him ‘right.’ Now here’s my advice to you, my dear! First, perfect a poker face as you ring, never say ‘Sorry’ or ‘Help, I’m lost.’ When you come under attack you glare back and tersely call something like ‘You are supposed to be dodging with me!’ or ‘Lead now!’ and if you are feeling really, really brave (or desperate) you shout ‘You are 4th place bell’ or something similar. 

I hope this is of some help to you, don’t let it upset you and please get in touch if you have any more of this nonsense.

Yours, Belle

Belle-Notes        

Stedman Stumbler – Sorry, I forgot to say that you start with the third!! Hope you did not have too many false starts.

Disgruntled of Dunsham – Perhaps you should contact the Guild Ringing Master now.

Enigmatic Erin – Yes, I do appreciate that you are too young to understand old money and your fellow ringers’ ‘aide memoire’ is totally meaningless, but, for your information, the ‘two and a penny’ refers to two shillings and one penny and ‘one and tuppence’ to one shilling and two pence, (there being twelve pence to a shilling.)

Alan Griffin uses some poetic licence

There was a young ringer from Bloxham
Who said "I know what'll fox 'em.
I'll avoid the blue line
and if they all whine
I 'll tell 'em 'shut up' or I socks 'em.



A young lady ringer from Tew
Always says "I know what to do".
But when faced with a Bob
She commences to sob
And sets her bell - all in a stew.



A Superlative Striking Competition 


On June 29th about 60 capable and clever campanologists and friends congregated at Tadmarton on a slightly chilly evening for the striking competition. 

It was simply superbly judged by Simon Cole from Bicester who sat, shivered and scribbled in the churchyard for nearly two hours as seven teams had entered. After the ringing everyone wandered down the road to Doug and Daphne Woodwards wonderful garden where we were welcomed to a warming Barbeque Banquet.

Announcing the results Simon summed up the ringing succinctly with encouraging comments on all the teams – terrific tenor, flowing ringing, really good rhythm, going along with great gusto…!

The final result found Bodicote with the fewest faults but as they were not a ‘true tower team’ Tadmarton who had ‘finished in style’ were declared the worthy winners. The also rangs were Steeple Aston, Banbury, Bloxham, Great Tew and Rousham. The cup was presented, the strawberries finished off, the raffle drawn, the hosts, organisers and judge thanked and another entertaining evening drew to a close.

Simon sits shivers and scribbles in the churchyard or has the ringing sent him to sleep?

The Guild Display Boards

Both sets of display boards are busily doing sterling work already this Summer and there has been quite a lot of demand for them particularly during the Jubilee celebrations.

Recently we have had to buy a new carrying case at the cost of just over £100 because of wear and tear and, I suspect, it hasn’t always been treated with respect. We do not charge for the use of the boards and display material but would always welcome a donation towards its upkeep.

 The incoming Master has suggested that the information would benefit from an update of material, perhaps to include Millennium restorations. This will be an additional cost to the Guild (colour copying and lamination of display sheets ) If you have any good quality photos of restoration work over the last couple of years and would be prepared to lend them for copying and add a few words of explanation, I would be pleased to hear from you.

To obtain either set of the display material please contact Bobbie May on 0118-988-4172 or by email Bobbie@bmay.freeserve.co.uk 

Bobbie

If you could make use of the Guild Display Boards talk to Graham as I’m sure he would be able to transport them as far as Steeple Aston - Ed

AGM Report

The AGM was held at Duns Tew on Saturday April 20th
The Branch Officers are now as follows:

Chairman


Jeff Chard

Vice Chairman

Barry Davis

Ringing Master

Sue Burchell

Deputy Ringing Master
Christine Cox

Secretary


Joan Warren

Treasurer


Malt Eden

Branch Reps.

Mary Rose Goodwin





Keith Abbott

Newsletter Editors

Barry and Jean Davis

Auditor


Chris Wardley


Social Committee

Helen Butler, Sue Burchell, Roger Stranks

· Graham Clifton suggested that Branch Archives should be maintained and added to. This raised the question of who should hold the archives. It was suggested that recent and future events should be recorded with photographs and Alan Griffin would be asked to take photos.

· The half yearly meeting will be held at Rousham on October 19th.

· The Branch agreed that the Guild Raffle could be abandoned in favour of raising the annual subscription to include a contribution towards the bell fund

· Rose Todd has agreed to set up a Branch Web site – see page 9 for details

· Youth Training events are planned for the Branch: this will probably start with a ‘swim and ring’ on August 20th.


Who said it was hard work being the new Branch Secretary.






Find your way round ringing




Slow work

Look to, trebles going, she’s gone
‘Slow down the leads’


and finally

Can anyone come up with a caption or a quote for the speech bubble for this picture taken at the striking competition?



e.g. Oops I thought they said it was a ‘stripy competition’

�





Banbury


Rang a quarter peal of 1260 Grandsire Triples on Tuesday June 4th before the morning service at St. Paul’s to welcome people into the church to view the service on a big screen.


1 Diana Reeves


2 Josh Eldridge


3 Katie Eldridge


4 Jean Davis


5 John Temple


6 Bob Reeves


7 Barry Davis (C)


8 David Wetherall








Steeple Aston


Rang at 12.30pm on Tuesday June 4th after the service at St. Paul’s. A quarter peal of 1274 Plain Bob Triples was rung the same evening


1 Lawrence White


2 Dorothy Clifton


3 Mary Rose Goodwin


4 Vicky Clifton


5 Diana Gardner


6 Mick Journeaux


7 Graham Clifton (C)


8 Nick Powell


 








Mollington


Rang a quarter peal of 1260 Minor (Cambridge and Plain Bob) on the evening of Tuesday June 4th.


1 Barry Davis


2 Alan Griffin


3 Jean Davis


4 Graham Reeves


5 Diana Reeves (C)


6 Bob Reeves 





Adderbury


Rang at 9.30am on June 3rd to start the village celebrations








Great Tew


Rang at 10.30am on Tuesday June 4th before the service at St. Paul’s. Prior to this a peal of 5040 Grandsire Triples was rung on Sunday June 2nd.


1 John Lindsay


2 Joan Warren


3 Mick Journeaux


4 Robert Reeves


5 Sue Burchell


6 Graham Clifton (C)


7 Alan Griffin


8 Ian Rodrick








Somerton


Rang all eight bells at 1.30pm. Monday June 3rd to start the village celebrations.





Tadmarton


Rang at 9.15am before the service at St. Paul’s and then at Swalcliffe





Duns Tew


Rang at both Duns Tew and Steeple Barton








On August the 20th there will be a youth ringing day. This day  will include ringing, swimming and details should be in your tower shortly.





Mollington





Once again it is down to me to think of something for the newsletter because other members have either gone caravanning or lace making.


Now that Banbury are back in action, we have decided to have just one practice each month usually the fourth Thursday. These are still well attended.


Ted had to put his woodworking skills into use recently after part of the west louvre fell out, but within a matter of days he had made a new piece. Bob then fitted it into place.


A number of visitors have been this year. These included  “The Crinklies” who still come once a month and Cropredy who held one of their practices at Mollington. This was to enable their ringers to have experience on lighter bells. We would also like to thank Cropredy for helping out at a wedding last November when most of our ringers were on the outing to Gloucester.


Diana Reeves





Puzzle Picture 





�





Where is it?


�





Belle Ena Tower – your very own Agony Aunt!





Answers to the last newsletter quizzes


Hunt the method – Stedman





Word change (several solutions)


Bell-dell-doll-dole-role-rope


Bell-dell-doll-roll-role-rope


Bell-bill-rill-rile-ripe-rope


Bell-bill-rill-rile-role-rope








Guild Information


November 2nd All day Ringing Course (North Oxfordshire)


10 Bell Striking Competition Banbury


Tower maintenance Award is to replace Best Kept Tower Competition





Branch Web Site


Please could towers send Rose Todd the following information:


Brief history of tower, photo of church,


e.mail address of tower contact


This information should be sent to todd_browns@hotmail.com














Graham Clifton has the following stock of ringing books for sale:


�Beginners Handbook			1.00�Diagrams				4.50�Doubles & Minor for Beginners	2.00�Follow on Book			0.65�Go Grandsire Doubles			1.00�Grandsire				4.00�Learning Method			2.50�Methods 300				3.95�One Per Learner			0.65�Quarter 500				3.75�Ringing Exercise Book		0.65�Ringing Circles			2.50�Standard 70				3.95�Standard Methods			8.00�Triples & Major for Beginners	2.00�Will you call a touch please, Bob	2.50��Also Guild Leaflets 50p each -  Rope Splicing, Plain Hunt & Bob Doubles, Belfry Maintenance, Sound Control, Stedman, Grandsire Doubles, Bob Calling, �Change Ringing on Handbells, Eight Doubles Methods, Surprise Minor, Bob Minor.��





�





�





�








The editors would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the newsletter either with articles or photographs. If you would like to contribute to the next edition with a puzzle, picture, wordsearch, article etc. then please send your contributions to Barry and Jean Davis at 61 Springfield Avenue, Banbury, Oxon or alternatively e.mail bjdbellringer@btinternet.com














Rousham


Sunday March 17th  2002


1260 Doubles (two methods)


1. Joan Warren, 2. Jean Davis, 3. Mary Rose Goodwin, 4. Barry Davis, 5. Graham Clifton (C), 6. Roger Stranks


Rung before the rededication of Rousham bells after re-hanging and tuning








Banbury


Saturday May 11th 2002


1260 Doubles (four methods)


1. Diana Reeves, 2. Keith Abbott, 3. Jean Davis, 4 Bob Reeves, Barry Davis (C), 6 David Wetherall


Rung with the best wishes of the band to Josh and Katie Eldridge who were married this day











PAGE  
2

