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New kids on the block
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Well, what can we say? We are the new kids on the block in North Oxfordshire, all under 16, all gorgeous (well mostly!!), and all trying to ring bells. So far we have met three times at different towers across our area ringing at two churches each day. Joan organises us and the days and makes sure that there are some experienced people on hand to help out if (or should that be when) we go wrong. Each of us learns something new each time we go out with the team and have fun whilst doing it. At the last event Joan asked us to think up a name for ourselves as we tend to be called 'The Youth Group', which is a bit boring, so we want a new name so we can be established as a proper band out and about in the countryside. As well as the ringing we do more social activities such as swimming - at a ringer’s house on the first meeting- and bowling is in planning for a weekend soon. If there are any more young people out there ringing and fancy joining a band of a similar age group contact Joan for more details at joan@niddle.com or on 01608 683643.

     Charlotte Powell and James Munson.
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Ivor Clifton

With the passing of Ivor Clifton on August 4th this year Great Tew tower no longer has a ‘Clifton’ as one of its members. Great Tew joined the Guild in 1893 as part of the Chipping Norton branch and in 1885 an F Clifton was elected a member. Some of the older branch members will remember Leonard Clifton, Ivor’s father, who was tower captain for many years.     

Ivor joined the Guild in 1934. I always remember Ivor only ever rang two bells at Great Tew, he would always have the third for ringing up and down. For changes he would ring the treble and although he could only plain hunt he was always in the right place in Grandsire Triples and had an excellent ear for good striking. He never attended practices but could be relied upon for Sundays. 

He spent most of his working life as a builder working for Ernest Warr of Little Tew,

his speciality being dry stone walling. During the war he served in the Oxon & Bucks Regiment.

 Graham Clifton 

On Tuesday 13 August

1260 Grandsire Triples




1. Robert Reeves

2. Joan Warren

3. Mary Rose Goodwin

4. Malcolm Journeaux

5. Sue Burchell

6. Joe Burchell

7. John Lindsay (C)

8. Roger Stranks

Rung half muffled at the end of the 

funeral service for Ivor Clifton, a faithful ringer at this Church for 70 years.

Ivor is second from the left in this Great Tew wartime group.

Ivor Clifton’s memories of ringing at Great Tew

My father Leonard Clifton was Foreman of the Tower and a bellringer for over 60 years. He rang the bells for the relief of Mafeking.

George Fields was a bellringer and Sexton and Charles Shelton took over from Leonard Clifton as Foreman of the Tower: he was also in the choir. When I was at school my father was in charge of the handbells and we used to go round the village together with Phil Lowe ringing the handbells at Christmas.

I began bellringing when I was 13. My first Banbury Branch meeting was at Souldern. We rang the bells on Christmas Eve at 7 o’clock and at midnight. New Year’s Eve the bells would be rung half-muffled at 7 o’clock then at 11.30 the muffles would be taken off and we would ring in the New Year. My father used to take off the muffles which was dangerous because the bells were up. The ringers would have had a drink or two by then and a barrel of ale was in the ringing chamber upstairs. The bells are now rung from the floor of the church. We also rang at 6 o’clock in the morning for King George the Fifth’s Jubilee. On November 5th we used to clang the bells for Guy Fawkes’ night.

Ivor Clifton March 1997


 to conduct his second quarter of Stedman Doubles. Apparently there was a re-start after three extents and it was stopped after the 7th extent of the second attempt when rounds wasn't achieved.  So 1200 rows were rung with nothing to show for it apart from another 40 odd minutes of extended ringing.

The final loss was on Wednesday 18th September when we were due to go to Mollington to ring 3 Doubles Methods.  This one was lost before it even got started when the Chief Crinkly confirmed just how incompetent he can be!  What do normal people do before they leave home?  Of course, they check that they have their keys and this is what the Chief Crinkly did, but, sadly not before the door was firmly closed behind him.  So horror of horrors, no keys, no transport, no means of getting to Mollington, only a mobile telephone to report on the disaster. Well, I suppose we are not called the Crinklies for nothing! 







      John Lindsay
Tadmarton, Oxon. Wednesday, 31 July 2002  1260 Plain Bob Doubles 
Lindsey Smith 1, Joan Warren (C) 2, Diana Reeves 3, Alan Griffin 4,
John Lindsay 5, John Temple 6.

First as Conductor

Mollington, Oxon. Wednesday, 14 August 2002 1260 Stedman Doubles: Joan Warren 1, 
John Temple 2, Mary Rose Goodwin 3, John Lindsay 4, Alan Griffin (C) 5, Edward 
Stear 6

First of Stedman as conductor

 

Moreton Pinkney, Northants. Wednesday, 21 August 2002 1260 Grandsire Doubles
Alison Saunders 1, Joan Warren 2, Mary Rose Goodwin (C) 3, John Temple 4, John 
Lindsay 5, Christine Cox 6

Mollington, Oxon. Saturday, 7 September 2002 1260 Plain Bob Minor
John Lindsay 1, Joan Warren 2, John Temple 3, Diana Reeves 4, 
Christine Cox (C) 5, Robert Reeves 6.

First as conductor

Out and about
Turville 2002

It has always been my view that the priorities in organising an outing include finding a good “watering hole” at lunchtime, a decent teashop in the afternoon and a good pub/restaurant in the evening.  Having located these the planner looks around to see if there are any churches with bells - if so, this is a huge bonus.

In spite of this, the Turville trip started with a ramble, up a very steep hill to view a windmill.  This unnecessarily violent exercise seems to have been enjoyed by the masochists in the Branch, and was followed by a ring in the lovely Church, where proceedings were livened up by A Griffin’s impersonation of Spiderman.  Witnesses tell me that he was launched from shoulder height and leapt over a yawning chasm in pursuit of a fellow spider, which he apprehended. I hope this was recorded for the Branch archives .

Picnic lunches over, ringing continued at Nettlebed, Checkendon (a lovely spot), Goring (good ice-cream), and finally Cholsey.

They were all good rings and the weather was absolutely wonderful.

The day ended with an excellent meal in the garden of The Black Horse at Gossards Ford, which was a perfect conclusion to a super day out.

We all know how much effort has to be put in to organise these outings, and we are all indebted to Mary Rose.  “The girl done good”.



     
      IWR  










A not so typical Autumn day


It’s pouring as the coach departs

The Banbury Branch are off to Herts.

Floods in the fields and the rains come down

But the skies are clear as we reach the town.

At Hemel Hempstead we hit the booze;

Well, coffee morning and welcome loos!

More ringers come to swell our ranks.

It’s Chris and Faith, and Simon Stranks.

Back to the coach, there is no fuss.

The shoppers board another bus.

Kings Langley’s inn gets untold trade.

‘Where’d you come from?’ gasps barmaid.

A neat small tower is Apsley End’s;

Back on the road the fog descends.

St. Alban’s ten are a treat to ring,

But out of the windows we can’t see a thing.

The Abbey’s somewhere in the gloom.

It’s a guided tour to reach the room.

The ropes hang down behind the beams.

It’s listen not look when you’re here it seems.

The driver found a place to park.

We route march down, it’s in the dark.

The shoppers return with goods to show.

Sue counts heads, it’s time to go.

Home via Waddesdon – its Lion pub

Provides us with a drink and grub.

Our day is done, we’re home again, 

Get off the coach, step down in the rain!

Thank you Sue



Dear Fellow Ringers,

I was deeply hurt and upset recently to learn that one or two of you doubt the authenticity of my column! This came as a great disappointment to me. A heart rending plea that I received has a somewhat familiar ring (as it were) to it! It was however felt to be so urgent by our Editor that he was compelled to reply immediately himself: I could not have responded more appropriately. But first of all you must be desperate, I’m sure, to hear news from our local towers. The dear Doubles family are thriving: Bob was inundated with offers of mini-peals after the last newsletter and now has a rather nice ring of ten hanging in the garage. Little Bob and Sally wheel the triplets down there in their buggies every day. The older two are getting very interested in conducting but get somewhat frustrated when the triplets refuse to be put right and their cries of ‘Follow me down to lead’ and ‘Get your backstrokes in’ etc end in temper tantrums. Beverley is very philosophical about all this and says it is excellent practice. She laughs and explains that there was apparently utter confusion the other day when Sally declared they were going to have a cyclic composition and could not understand why the triplets rushed to their little trikes and started riding round and round ringing their bike bells! Beverley must really have her hands full with that little band and she confided to me when I called by yesterday that they may be looking forward to another happy event in the New Year…….!

And now to a letter that arrived on the editor’s desk and brings tears to my eyes….

Dear Sir

Our mother is addicted to bell-ringing.

Our family, our mother and three teenage children, moved to a local village a few years ago. We were happy in the new surroundings and quickly made friends around the village. Our mother decided that it would be a fun idea to ring some church bells as part of the millennium celebrations, so once a week she would totter over to the local church for bell-ringing practices. It seemed perfectly harmless, she was making friends and seemed to be having fun. We children were happy to just look after ourselves for a night.

However, things soon changed. Other practices appeared at other villages on other nights of the week. The frequency of these practices increased until our mother was bell-ringing every night of the week! As we are active children we would be home late from school, so we would only see our mother in passing as she went out bell-ringing. 

It is now at the stage that all she can talk about is bell ringing! When we start talking about our days at school she soon starts babbling nonsense about quarter-peels and double-triple-frank-grancers!  It is like our mother is speaking in code! Communication between her and her children is therefore impossible. She gets twitchy during Holy Week. We often find her mesmerised for hours in front of our computer playing with some bell ringing program that one of her “friends” gave her.   On the hearing the sad news that the Queen Mother had passed away, my mother’s first reaction was to ring her friend to see whether she could get a bell-ring out of it!!

These bell-ringers seem such disreputable types. We began to wonder when our food would get cooked. We thought “Fine, mummy will come home and feed us when she gets back from ringing practice.” But this is not the case. Soon she started staying late after practices in the pub with her “bell ringing buddies”! When she returns she is in no state to cook for her children. We have to ferry her to various churches and pick her up from the pub at all times of the day and night! We are still at school. We need our sleep and time to do our home work. We have no time to do the cooking, housework and run a taxi service on top of that. We can’t go and see our friends or do our own hobbies as we do not have time. 

This letter is a desperate cry for help. We are three highly neglected children. We are looking for help without resorting to social services. We found your column in a magazine left lying around our house. You appeared to deal with a lot of lunatics, so thought you might be able to help. We are not saying that people shouldn’t have hobbies, but this is just unhealthy! Surely there are organisations for people like our mother? I looked on the Internet for “Bell-Ringers Anonymous” but I was unable to use the computer for long enough because our mother needed to use her bell-ringing program. Our house is messy, our work at school is slipping and we are scared.

Please help us. 

Ringing Orphan

Our editor replied……..

I'm so sorry that you have to put up with these unfortunate circumstances.  I'll  pass your letter on to Belle to see if she can make any sensible recommendations for your plight. Of course you could take up bellringing yourself. If you can't beat 'em join
'em. I do know that at least on Shrove Tuesday you would get a square meal up the belfry with the other ringers and then there is always the Branch dinner - you could always take a doggy bag away to see you through the lean times. I'm sure the ringers would also turn a blind eye to any under age drinking if you went to the pub with your local ringers! 

Best wishes

The editor

I have to agree with everything the editor says although I am not sure I should be condoning under-age drinking! I do know there are one or two in the Branch who are rather partial to their puddings (with custard, of course) and they make every effort to arrange events around these. You strike me as a lad who may like his apple pie and sticky toffee pudding so you could be in luck there. I also hear that there is an up and coming Young Ringers group who would be most welcoming: perhaps if your mother had to start transporting you to this (she sounds as though she goes on automatic pilot to a tower) you may become closer and have a greater understanding of each other’s problems. I’m sure your mother loves you dearly and deep down must be very upset and worried. As a mother myself of teenage children I have a close empathy with your situations.

Belle

Belle-notes

Chiltern Rail Enquiries: Yes, you can get to London via Yorkshire, Cambridge and    

Bristol if you feel so inclined but it does require some splicing.

Disgruntled of Dunsham:  I suppose as a last resort you could try the Central Council.

Double N: Just say this three times quickly ‘First, treble, last, near, full, far.’


Closer to home

Half yearly meeting 19/10/002


This meeting was held in ‘Rousham village hall’!?!

Members stood in silence in memory of Mary Cadman, Charles Lee and Ivor Clifton who have all passed away this year

· During discussion about Guild subs it was suggested that they rise to £7 and the raffle be discontinued. This will go forward to the next Guild meeting

· Branch archives – material to B. Davis or G. Clifton please

· A. Griffin was elected Guild Rep to replace Mary Rose Godwin

· Branch will pay tower donation when youth group visits outside our area

· Social side – Brewery trip was enjoyable. Another quiz has been requested. Branch dinner to go ahead in February

· Course – It was felt that course advertisements need to be more specific about what skills are needed in order to qualify for a place
Tower reps meeting Elephant and Castle 19/9/02

It was felt worthwhile to try to establish ‘Tower Reps’ meetings for discussion and to further help and support between towers. It was agreed to hold these twice yearly between the other meetings, i.e. January and July. It was difficult to know what night was best as there are practices on all week nights so it was decided to vary it.

Issues raised included:

Branch Web site

Rose was congratulated on her impressive website. She explained various aspects of the layout and possibilities for development were discussed. Suggestions are:

1. Youth page with photos and comments.

2. Visitors page with info such as towers with toilets, difficult access, parking, availability of bells, pubs that can provide food for large groups etc.

3. Newsletter to go online with perhaps archive material at a later date.

It was thought not to have a response page because of the risk from viruses. There are still towers that have not given details; reminders are needed. Barry has info on several churches which he is happy to have used.

Ringers need to be encouraged to regard the website as a resource for themselves and therefore it would be useful to have a website poster or similar for each tower.

Ringers for weddings and funerals.
It is often difficult to get ringers for weekdays and occasionally on Saturdays. It was thought a useful idea for towers to have a list of Branch ringers who are able to help. This would not interfere with a tower’s usual arrangements but would provide a back-up. It was not thought weekday demand for bells would be increased!

Child Protection We need to progress with registering and push PCCs where necessary. Graham said that the ringer responsible for young people need to be registered and also anyone who may be responsible at any time: this would include towers who do not have young ringers themselves but who may have visitors. Police checks are going to take some time to implement so we continue with the current system.

Training

The ‘Ringing up and down’ practice was very good and should be repeated and a ‘Striking’ course would be valuable.
LOOKING AHEAD

January

First Aid Course

January 30th 
Tower reps meeting

February 1st
Firsts Day

February 15th
Branch Dinner

March 1st

Bob Doubles Course

April 12th

AGM Adderbury

May 17th

Banbury host Guild AGM at Steeple Aston

Puzzle picture answer for July Issue - Adderbury























The editors would like to thank all those who have contributed to this edition of the newsletter either with articles or photographs. If you would like to contribute to the next edition with a puzzle, picture, wordsearch, article etc. then please send your contributions to Barry and Jean Davis at 61 Springfield Avenue, Banbury, Oxon or alternatively e-mail bjdbellringer@btinternet.com





before you come.


Several visiting bands have enjoyed the bells. The wedding season appears to be at an end and our thanks go to all those who came into town to ring for them during the Summer. Thanks also go to the Branch for the grant towards the maintenance work.


On November 23rd we hosted the Guild 10 bell striking competition and raised £60 for the church restoration fund by selling refreshments.    Jean Davis











'In the Trenches' quarter peal





 St Mary, Adderbury


 Monday, 11 November, 2002 in 48 mins


 1260 Grandsire Triples


 Composed by: Sgt. Albert Wakley


        1. Christine Cox


        2. Joan Warren


        3. Keith Abbott


        4. Ian Rodrick


        5. John Lindsay (C)


        6. Chris Holmes


        7. Alan Griffin


        8. John Temple





Rung following the Adderbury Branch of the British Legion's Act of Remembrance. This quarter was composed in the trenches during World War 1 and rung as a tribute to the composer who rang at Burton on Trent.


Badly wounded at the Battle of Loos, he survived the war but died in the Influenza pandemic three months later aged 29 years.


 Details of the composition are available from John Lindsay 





�





Belle Ena Tower – your very own Agony Aunt!





�








Grease a 30 x 23cm/12 x 9in baking tray.  


Heat the butter, sugar and golden syrup in a large saucepan over a low heat until just melted. 


Stir in the rest of the ingredients and mix well.  


Spread the mixture evenly in the baking tray and press down lightly.  


Bake in pre-heated oven 170oC/Gas Mark 3 for about 30 min. 


Remove from oven and leave to cool on baking tray for about 10 min. 


Cut into squares and transfer to wire rack to cool completely.








Crinklie Flap Jacks


 


200g/7oz butter				


200g/7oz demerara sugar		


2 tbsp golden syrup


275g/9 ½ oz porridge oats 


75g/2 ¾ oz desiccated coconut


75g/2 ¾ oz glace cherries
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Cherwell Crinklies


Summer Break


The "Cherwell Crinklies" is a group of ringers who do not work on a Wednesday afternoon and ring around the Banbury area. Work is a term which some of us look back to with the happiness of people who have seen the error of their ways and no longer indulge in it - a bit like smoking I suppose!  Others are content that they don't have to do it on a Wednesday afternoon and rather than put their feet up, they turn up at various venues each week for the ringing benefit of themselves and others.  We normally take a break from July to September but this year there were groans when it was suggested in the middle of July that our next meeting would be on Wednesday 2nd October.  So a plan was developed to ring a quarter on alternate Wednesdays to give people an opportunity to consolidate the things they had been practising during the year.  We then discovered that there weren't enough Wednesdays to achieve this so some extra quarters had to be slotted in. The first quarter was on 31 July and was to be Joan Warren's first as conductor. No problems here, either in the conducting or ringing. 








We then had a rest for a week to prepare for Alan Griffins first of Stedman as conductor.  This was at Mollington and was also Ted Stear's first on the tenor to Stedman.  Both were excellent and apart from one or two minor fluffs it was completely uneventful.  The next week at Moreton Pinkney, Mary Rose Goodwin conducted her second Grandsire Doubles building on what she had achieved earlier in the summer. Another week's holiday followed and then on 4th September at Tadmarton on a sweltering hot day we suffered our first loss (Plain Bob Minor).  This was Christine Cox's first attempt at conducting  and the striking wasn't up to the standard we had come to expect.  The back-up conductor wasn't as good as he should have been and it was decided to abandon the attempt with just over 120 changes to go.  Within half an hour a re-run had been arranged for Mollington on the following Saturday evening and apart from considering calling a bob instead of a single on one occasion, Christine's calling was spot-on, even to the extent of checking with the two back-ups - "just one more call to go?" 


which was duly confirmed by both!!  Sadly we lost another at Rousham on 11th September when Alan Griffin was 





 








Steeple Aston


Our enthusiastic ringers are aged between 11 and 65 with the liveliest being the youngest. We have all been very active this Autumn.


Handbell practices have been held on a weekly basis to extend our repertoire and expertise. We were pleased to ring a quarter peal to welcome our new Rector Stephen M’Caw. Stephen and Caroline visited us during the following Tuesday night practice – and both had a go at ringing! Just a few days later we rang another quarter for fellow ringer Charles Lee on the evening of his funeral. Charles took up ringing at an age when many people are giving up activities. He was taught by Ron Gardner and soon became a regular member of the Sunday band. In the mid eighties he did a lot of the practical work involved in rehanging our bells. Eventually arthritis stopped him ringing but we never ceased to think of him as a ringer – not


�


Great Tew


 I sat in the playground in the warm sunshine and as I listened I thought ‘This is a magical moment.’


So wrote Kay Gaffney in her thanks to the bellringers who rang a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples on the last morning of the summer term to thank her for her eleven years as Head of the village school and to wish her well in her retirement.


Peals and quarter peals celebrate and ‘commemorate events and help tell the story of a community’s life. A month later, we rang another quarter, this time half muffled, to celebrate the life of Ivor Clifton, one of the village’s oldest residents. In November we shall be marking the retirement of our vicar, Robin Denniston





The Banbury Branch Team who rang in the Guild 10 bell Striking Competition





Six branches were represented. The judges were Chris and Ian Povey from Evesham. The winners were the Reading Branch followed by East Berks South Bucks. Banbury came a very creditable fourth. The judge’s comments were that the team had underlying strengths and the bells went at a nice trot! 						











Banbury


Work on the exterior fabric of the tower has been completed and the broken windows in the ringing chamber repaired. The bells have had the bearings replaced and their annual inspection and go better for their MOT.


Ringer wise we have become sadly depleted having lost some older members to disablement and our youngest to Burger King. Visitors are very welcome to help out on Sundays at 8.45am but do check that we are actually going to ring 











Brian White. He says that because it is so large, and counterbalanced, it will have to be cast specially, so he is going to forge-weld the existing clapper (again) so that we can have all eight ringing.   Alan Griffin





Tadmarton


It all seems like a dream sequence now, the nerves, apprehension and exhilaration of our first (and probably only!) win in a striking competition. When Lindsay first broke the news in the tower the looks of consternation needed to be seen to be believed. Who on earth was mad enough to enter us into a competition?


If there is one thing that can be said for Tadmarton ringers, once they decide to do something there is no stopping them. We practised long and hard and despaired of ever getting it right. On the night however we ‘pulled out the stops’ and won! On a technicality, as it happens, and we would have been very happy with second place, but Bodicote’s team was a botched affair that was not allowed to win! We were generous however and were prepared to share the glory – not the cup though! 


Doug and Daphne Woodward very kindly allowed us to use their lovely garden for a barbeque afterwards, when delicious food was washed down with copious amounts of wine and other beverages. 


Helen Butler





Bloxham


We continue to struggle on, but could do with some learners! A lady came up to us during ringing last Sunday, and said she used to ring when she was 16. I said "Oh, quite recently then" (!) but she seemed to think that it was some time ago. Anyway, she says she'll come to the�practice on Friday, which is encouraging. �When I first came to Bloxham we used to ring half muffled for the Remembrance Service at the war memorial, but then we were asked not to, because the bands couldn't hear themselves play, so we haven't rung for�many years. This year, they announced in the Banbury Guardian that they couldn't get a band this year, so I half muffled the bells, and we rang for 3/4 of an hour before the service, and then again afterwards as everybody trooped up to the Church. I had made sure the church clock was exactly right, and a friend of mine, who was watching the Whitehall�ceremony on TV, came to the door, and said that the clock struck 11 at exactly the same moment as Big Ben struck!�Unfortunately, we were only able to ring seven bells for Remembrance. The previous day, a visiting band came to ring a quarter, and after half an hour's ringing there was an almighty crash, and the clapper dropped out of the tenor. This is the sixth time it has broken since I have been tower captain! I have ordered a brand new SG clapper from 











least because he continued to invite us all to ‘a bit of a do’. He and Isabelle supported everything the tower did and we enjoyed their company. We shall miss Charles very much but still regard Isabelle as ‘one of the band’.


In October we provided for the village’s harvest supper again – all brilliantly organised by Dorothy. And for the cherry on the top….. £450 was raised to swell the church restoration fund. In November Graham co-organised a Guild ringing day for ringers who wanted to improve their method ringing. Steeple Aston was just one of the towers used during the day. Vicky Clifton took on the major task of providing a hot meal for 50 people at the end of the day. We have rung for many funerals this year. Do other towers charge for ringing for funerals? Should there be a policy for charging? What do other towers think?


Graham Clifton and Diana Gardner


�


who has always encouraged and supported us in our ringing: we thank him for this. We shall, however, soon afterwards, welcome the return of Abbott Conway from Canada who is taking over from Robin and is himself a ringer: perhaps he may even like to ring in his own quarter?


 On Friday 19 July, 1260 Grandsire Triples 


1.Jo Barton, 


2.Joan Warren


3.Mary Rose Goodwin


4.Ian Rodrick


5.John Temple


6.John Lindsay


7.Alan Griffin (C)


8.Roger Stranks


To thank Kay Gaffney for eleven years as Head Teacher of Great Tew school.


Joan Warren
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